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A CIVILIZED ATTITUDE 


The strange interlude of twenty 
years of ce (relatively speaking) 
that sided bon month i not have 
been altogether wasted by everyone, as 
may appear at first sight. On the face 
of it today’s headlines sound like an 
immediate sequel to those of 1918, 
but underneath these headlines there is 
a story completely unrelated to ton- 
mage sunk and air combats and it is 
this briefly and seldom mentioned 
story that may hold out more hope 
than any expert’s analysis of the 
chances for the downfall of Hitlerism. 
The story goes that there is no enthu- 
siasm among the British and French 
soldiers—no enthusiasm, just deter- 
mination. 


This is good news, for an enthusi- 
asm that is easily aroused is in itself a 
danger, particularly enthusiasm for 
war, any kind of war. The quiet de- 
termination mentioned in so many dis- 
patches is sufficient indication that con- 
viction in the justice of the cause is 
not lacking. But any absence of a 
bloodthirsty spirit, any absence of that 
“somgan.ttd of “toughness” which has 

n preached for so many years by all 
the fundamentally totalitarian move- 
ments, is a manifestation that deserves 
ptaise and bodes well for the future. 
It is a sign that all the educational 
work carried on for years by various 
democratic, socialist, pacifist and other 
groups has borne some fruit. 


For it is not so many years ago that 
members of these groups and their 
sympathizers were subjected to the 
ridicule and scorn of the “true revolu- 
tionists” who, of course, were “mater- 
ialists” and did not suffer from any 
sentimental notions. That fascists are 
cynical and brutal in their attitude to- 
ward human life and the value of the 
individual is taken for granted. But 
the revolutionary brethren too were af- 
fected by a complex of toughness. In 
one breath they could dispose of a 
generation. With one word they an- 
nihilated a “bourgeoisie” or two. If 
one had any misgivings about the 
flaming enthusiasm with which they 
were ready to embark on such devas- 
tating plans, well then, he was a sen- 
timental, petty-bourgeois mollycoddle 
who sought to escape “reality” in rosy 
humanistic dreams. 


Of course, for a time, these “revolu- 
Yionists” also discarded the verbiage of 
toughness and became the essence of 
loving sweetness to all (except the 
vague and strangely quite extensive 
category of Trotzkyites). But now 
that is over. They have returned to 
their own milieu which justifies every- 
thing on the ground of “dialectics.” 
And it is to see that those who 
are confronted with the task of bring- 
ing about the end of Hitlerism are de- 
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termined but do not suffer from en- 
thusiasm for the bloody task that con- 
fronts them. 


The fear which many have felt that 
Jews might become infected with 
vengefulness has, fortunately, also 
proved to be unfounded, for such a 
primitive vengefulness would indeed 
have been for us a catastrophe no less 
than that of Hitlerism itself. From 
Canada, where there is no conscription 
yet, a young man writes: “Should the 
time come for me to become a soldier, 
you know the answer— if we got to, 
we got to, but I do not feel enthusias- 
tic about soldiering and looking ‘cute’ 
in uniform.” Another young man in 
the United States, young enough not 
to remember the last war and fully 
aware of the plight of his people, ex- 

resses himself in similar terms:— 
“When I will be called, I will go; I 


know what is at stake in this struggle. 
They say that young people my age are 
romantic, but I have no delusions and 
I do not romanticize this conflict. It 
were so much better if this obligation 
to defend ourselves as Jews, as demo- 
crats, did not confront us.” Many 
others express similar feelings. 
These are essentially civilian points 
of view. They lack glamor and the 
hard-boiled approach of those who 
know exactly what they want and are 
always ready to get it no matter what 
the cost is to others. But they contain 
encouragement in the belief in human 
nature. Who knows but what the 
Messiah may, after all, arrive on 4 
white horse and dressed in civilian 
clothes, instead of in a camouflaged 
tank, glorying in a uniform and enthu- 
siastically chastising his enemies. 


S. K. 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MONTH 











LIBERATION WITH A VENGEANCE 


TALIN HAS made some astounding discover- 
ies which his Prime Minister Molotoff hasten- 
ed to announce to the world. He discovered that 
Poland was a reactionary state which has no right 
to exist, as everyone will admit. Throughout the 
weeks that his officials were negotiating the de- 
fense of Poland with the British military mission, 
he seems to have been under a delusion that 
Poland was a progressive state. The negotia- 
tions, as Molotoff declared before the Soviet Par- 
liament, broke up largely because England did not 
seriously intend to defend Poland and would not 
guarantee the right of the Russian army to defend 
that country from Nazi invasion. The Kremlin 
thus appears to have been in error about the nat- 
ure of the Polish government and only after Hit- 
ler defeated the Polish army did the Bolsheviks 
discover the truth about the Polish regime. 








Stalin’s second discovery opened his eyes to the 
existence of several million Ukrainians and White 
Russians within the borders of Poland. These are 
referred to by Molotoff as “blood brothers” of the 
Soviet people. Jews are neither Aryans nor Slavs 
and are therefore not “blood brothers”. One 
need not bother about them and Molotoff did not 
even mention them either in his radio address or in 
his diplomatic notes. Poles may be left to the mer- 
cies of Hitler and may even be shoved with bayo- 
nets into Nazi arms. Millions of Germans need not 
be aided on the way to liberation. The above 
peoples are, after all, not Slavs, and in the case of 
the Poles one deals with Slavs of second or third 
order—at any rate not with close racial relations. 
Only a few weeks have passed since Moscow and 
Berlin got to be on speaking terms and, behold, 
Moscow already speaks in racial terms. Hardly a 
trace is left of the internationalist phraseology in 
which the Bolsheviks excelled for so many years. 


It was for the sake of these millions of “blood 
brothers”, for the sake of the “liberation” of 
Ukrainians and White Russians whose suffering 
Stalin could no longer bear that the Red army 
marched into Poland. Was this an imperialist 
act? Unthinkable! This was an act of emancipa- 
tion, of course. Hitler has blood brothers in Dan- 
zig and the Corridor—Stalin, in Galicia, Wolhyn 
and Wilno. Hitler “liberates” his racial brothers; 
Stalin ‘‘emancipates”’ his. 

The third discovery was of an ethical and judi- 
cial nature. Russia takes territory from Poland 
because the Polish government ceased to exist. 
The Polish army proved to be weak; the Polish 














government is in exile. Aren’t these facts suffic- 
ient to justify seizure of areas with millions of in- 
habitants? If a man is kidnapped and the door of 
his house is left open, you may walk in and help 
yourself to whatever you like. In pre-war Russia 
common thieves had a more laconic excuse. When 
questioned by a judge as to why they stole an ob- 
ject, the thieves would reply: “It was in the wrong 
place.” The Ukrainian and White Russian prov- 
inces of mutilated Poland seem to have been in the 
wrong place. 


However, Soviet appetite has only been whetted 
by the acquisitions from Poland and it is now 
ready to sample other tasty morsels with or with- 
out the sauce of liberating blood brothers. Estonia 
has already become a protectorate of Russia to all 
intents and purposes. With a Russian garrison of 
25,000 in the little Baltic state and with Russian 
naval and air bases on its coast, it can hardly be 
considered an independent state any longer. 
Where will the Soviets turn now? It is hard to 
give a definite answer at this moment. But as the 
outlines of a close alliance, possibly of a military 
nature, between Russia and Germany are rapidly 
assuming definite form, it is to be expected that 
Russia will not halt at its present acquisitions. In- 
deed, Nazi Germany seems to have found a part- 
ner with ambitions no less modest than its own. 


"IT'S GOOD FOR JEWS" 
OLOTOFF FAILED to mention the mil- 


lions of Jews of Poland because they are 
not “blood brothers” and, furthermore, such men- 
tion would not have been to the liking of the part- 
ner in Berlin. But the Communists in America 
have truly proved themselves to be lovers of Jews. 
On the day the Soviet army marched into Poland 
both The Daily Worker and The Morning Frei- 
heit jubilantly announced that the great White 


- Father in Moscow saved a million Jews from an- 


nihilation. They calculated that about one third 
of Polish Jewry lives in the area occupied by Rus- 
sia. These Jews were thus saved by the geogra- 
phical accident of living next door to the Ukrain- 
ians and White Russians and, together with the 
latter, were included in the Soviet paradise. 


No one will deny that in these days, when a vic- 
torious Hitlerism threatens to annihilate several 
million Jews, one is “fortunate” to be under Soviet 
rule. When an unarmed man flees a pack of 
wolves, he will welcome even the iron door of a 
prison. 








But who was it that signalled the Nazi tyrant to 
start his destructive expedition? Who handed two 
and one half million Jews into the hands of Nazi 
Germany, or some Hitlerized Polish protectorate 
which Germany may establish in the purely Polish 
districts on the model of Czechoslovakia? Who 
was it that assured Hitler during the most critical 
hour for the Western democracies and for world 
Jewry that he need not fear for his Eastern front 
because in the East there is the Soviet Union 
which pledges him non-aggression and friendship? 


Now the hypocrites of Communist journalism 
pretend concern for the Jews, after extending the 
hand of friendship to the regime that has under- 
taken to destroy us physically. And they expect us 
to be thankful, to shower roses on Stalin and to 
sing his praise, for, has he not “saved” a million 
Jews? | 

But one would have to be more than naive to ex- 
pect that even a small fraction of those Jews 
whom Stalin handed over to Germany will be ad- 
mitted into the proletarian fatherland. We still 
remember the Communist alibis in justification of 
Russia’s brutal attitude of indifference toward re- 
fugees. Russia was offended, they said, because it 
had not been invited to the refugee conference at 
Evian last year. For this slight to Russian dig- 
nity, engineered by English or American officials, 
the Jewish inmates of German concentration 
camps were held responsible. German Jews are 
used to bourgeois standards, the Communists con- 
tinued; as if wealth and titles awaited the refugees 
in other countries. It was further argued that 
there may be spies and Trotzkyites among those 
seeking admission. Such is Russian faith in Hit- 
ler’s talents that they consider him capable of 
transforming even his victims into trusted agents. 
And finally (yes, there was this additional alibi 
and we are not paraphrasing Sholem Aleichem’s 
humorous story of the woman who complained 
that she had never borrowed a pot, the pot was 
broken when she got it and, why was everyone 
picking on her, she had returned an unbroken pot) 
Earl Browder declared in the New Masses that 
Russia admitted more Jewish refugees than all 
other countries combined. When pressed for ex- 
act data on the subject, Mr. Browder assumed 2 
discreet silence which he has not broken to date. 


We shall not be surprised if Jewish Communists 
will now seek to prove that Jews are solely respon- 
sible for the non-admission of refugees to Russia. 
But is there any point in appealing to people who 
have lost all trace of shame and who drown any 
spark of a troubled conscience in an ocean of 
cynicism and hypocrisy? 


- 


§ 


JEwIsH FRONTIER 


THE EMBARGO AND "DIALECTICS" 
MONG THE least attractive antics of the 


American Communists is their present posi- 
tion in regard to the Neutrality Act. We have 
by now grown accustomed to the miracles of 
“dialectic”. Any over-night reversal of position, 
any mental gymnastic is explained by this magic 
draught. What used to be called plain, cynical 
“real-politik” is now given a fancy Marxian label 
and large doses of it are ladled out every twenty. 
four hours. The comrades swallow and rejoice 
in the historic process, the synthesis of black and 
brown, which they always perceive as pure car. 
mine. But nothing in the whole abject Communist 
defense of the Soviet-German alliance has been 
as stupid and bluntly dishonest as their reversal 
on the question of the lifting of the embargo, 
As recently as the great Communist rally in 
Madison Square Garden, they were loudly pro. 
testing the German invasion of Poland and calling 
for the repeal of the embargo. Since the Russian 
armies began their campaign of “liberation’’, the 
last shred of the collective security program 
vanished. Today, the Communists are strictly 
isolationist. Along with Father Coughlin, Hearst, 
the Bund and—can they bear it ?—the Trotzkyites, 
the Communists want to “keep America out of 
war’. They have also made the novel discovery 
that France and England are not really democ- 
racies; they are merely capitalist states with imper- 
ialistic aims. In the light of this startling revela- 
tion, the guileless comrades have washed their 
hands of the whole sorry mess. They will have no 
truck with this imperialist war, since it no longer 
matters which malefactor—Hitler or Chamberlain 
—wins. Hence, let no arms be sold to the allies. 
This sudden wholesale conversion to Trotzkyism 
bids-fair to rank with the last minute illuminations 
vouchsafed the defendants in the Moscow Trials. 


One could perhaps bear this new apocalypse, if 
the Communists did not at the same time assure 
us that the Soviet-Nazi Pact represents a vigorous 
blow against fascism. The Axis has been smashed; 
Hitler has been stopped in the East; three cheers 
for Stalin’s strategy! That is the Daily Worker 
and New Masses paean of delight. Assuming for 
the moment that the American comrades are cor- 
rect in their diagnosis—that Stalin is fighting Hit- 
ler in his own devious way—then one must also as- 
sume that the Communists still consider the crush- 
ing of Nazism desirable. If they do, if their 
jubilation because “Hitler has been stopped in 
the East” is sincere, why do they wish to make 
it harder to stop him in the West? Why, hand-in- 
hand with Coughlin and the Bund, do they oppose 
the repeal of the embargo? 
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Only one assumption could make the present 
Communist stand on the revision of the Neutrality 
Act understandable: namely, that Russia is not 
the enemy but the ally of Hitler and that there- 
fore the local Communists, like the local Nazis, 
wish no measures to be taken which might 
strengthen his opponents. If that is the source of 
the Communist opposition to the lifting of the 
embargo, it makes sense at least, but then, out of 
ordinary respect for the mentality, if not for the 
morality, of mankind, the Communists should stop 
shouting about stopping Hitler in the East, West 
or any other direction. 


WILL RUSSIA PAY ITS DEBT? 


NE YEAR AGO, we raised in these columns 
the question of the debt which the Soviet 
Union owes to the Agro Joint. The situation in 
brief is as follows: during the years following the 
world war and the Russian revolution, the Joint 
Distribution Committee spent great sums of 
money for the alleviation of the suffering among 
Jews in Russia. A good part of this money, 
amounting to some millions of dollars, was spent 
on colonization work within Russia and the Soviet 
government promised to repay this sum. To the 
best of our knowledge none of this money has been 
returned nor have any definite arrangements been 
made for its refunding. 


As the burden of caring for refugees and starv- 
ing thousands within the eastern and central Eu- 
ropean countries mounted, the Joint Distribution 
Committee was again shouldered with a tremen- 
dous task. The J.D.C. obtains its funds from 
free contributions and the urgent needs are so 
great that every cent counts. Under these cir- 
cumstances we asked a year ago why Russia, 
which then boasted of its economic prosperity, 
does not repay a debt it incurred to a philantropic 
organization that so badly needs the money. 

The question is even more pertinent now. Not 
only are economic problems already solved in the 
Soviet Union, according to Russian claims, but 
the Soviet government feels itself economically 
and politically strong enough to engage in some 
adventures outside its own borders. Plain 
decency should therefore compel the rulers of the 
Kremlin to discharge a debt they incurred during 
a dark hour for Russia, particularly since this 
money is so badly needed to care for victims of 
the Nazi invasion that was so greatly encouraged 
by the Moscow-Berlin pact. 


PALESTINE OPENS ITS DOORS 


paaled pena IN this issue the present eco- 
nomic probems of Palestine are discussed in 
reference to the situation created by the outbreak 
of war. The month of September has also marked 
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an appreciable, even though unofficial, change in 
the status of immigration into the country. Tech- 
nically the policies outlined in the White Paper of 
last spring are still in effect; actually they are as 
dead as the circumstances that prevailed at the 
time the White Paper was written. All through 
the summer months, and as long as the British cab- 
inet was still toying with some form of appease- 
ment for the fascist powers, immigration was cut 
to the bone and an energetic hounding of “‘illegal” 
immigrants was in effect. But as soon as appease- 
ment was discarded and England determined upon 
the course of fighting Hitlerism, the anti-Jewish 
restrictions upon immigration to Palestine were 
automatically loosened. Ever-so-often during the 
past four weeks we have heard of boats reaching 
the shores of Palestine with their pitiable human 
cargo, but instead of being provided with supplies 
for a few days and sent back to wander from port 
to port, the passengers were in almost every case 
allowed to land. Still more recently the news 
agencies informed of an order from London to the 
British consul in Trieste to grant visas to Palestine 
to more than three thousand people. 

The past month was also marked by almost 
complete peace on the part of the Arabs; it was in 
fact the most peaceful month in three and a half 
years. When we take into consideration that as a 
result of Palestine’s official status as a belligerent 
on the side of the allies all German citizens within 
its borders have been interned, or, being connected 
with the German diplomatic force, they left the 
country, then the cause of the subsiding of Arab 
terrorism becomes apparent. Without German 
propaganda, organization and financial support, 
the Arab rebellion, extolled as a mighty national 
uprising by Hitler, the Communists and Chamber- 
lain’s Colonial Secretary MacDonald, collapsed 
almost overnight. The decline of Italian fascist 
propaganda among the Arabs, resulting from 
Italy’s present uncertain position in the war, may 
also be credited as partial cause of the more peace- 
ful attitude of the Arabs. 

The opportunity to acquire land for coloniza- 
tion purposes, which was in the past interfered 
with by the terrorist threats of the Mufti’s bands 
and the Palestine administration, has now again 
grown to considerable proportions. Reports tell 
of many Arabs coming to the offices of the Jewish 
National Fund in Jerusalem and offering land for 
sale. 

These bright rays of opportunity in Palestine 
should not mislead us nor should anyone be under 
the impression that all difficulties have been elim- 
inated. But circumstances have adequately proved 
how unfounded was the despair which seized some 
people after the announcement of the White 
Paper. 

The catastrophe that has so suddenly befallen 
Polish Jewry has transformed the emigration 
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problem into one affecting millions instead of tens 
of thousands. Palestine’s doors have not yet been 
opened wide but the tide of refugees will force 
them open. Under the present circumstances we 
have to make the most of the opportunity that now 
presents itself. The Jewish Agency should be 
given ample financial scope to conduct its work of 
human salvage at the most rapid rate possible. 


MEETING IN WASHINGTON 
HE INTERGOVERNMENTAL Com- 


mittee for Refugees which is scheduled to 
meet in Washington October 16 will gather un- 
der circumstances that are even more gloomy than 
previous ones. Three million Jews in Poland, 
who have formerly been considered in the category 
of “potential” refugees, have suddenly been trans- 
ferred to the list of those who must be saved at 
once. For the Poles, a puppet state may be es- 
tablished; for the Polish Jews the only immediate 
alternative to death and starvation is emigration. 


It cannot be said that the Intergovernmental 
Committee has fulfilled even a small part of the 
hopes pinned on it since its formation at Evian 
in August 1938. Its activities were cumbersome 
and were hampered both by an inadequate realiza- 
tion of the urgency of getting people out of 
Germany as rapidly’as possible and providing for 
their permanent settlement elsewhere as well as 
by the polite but calculated indifference of the 
countries that were to absorb the refugees. The 
insistence of the British government that Palestine 
be omitted from consideration as a land capable 
of seriously contributing to the solution of the 
refugee problem, an insistence motivated by purely 
British Imperial interests, delivered the final 
stroke that heretofore paralyzed the efforts of this 
Committee. 


Present conditions do not facilitate the tasks of 
the Committee but there are a number of vital 
measures which it can now undertake. Germany 
still allows some refugees to leave. Tens of 
thousands of others now find themselves in Ru- 
mania, Hungary and other countries now neutral, 
after their flight from the advance of the Nazi 
invasion. Those countries in the Western 
Hemisphere that can absorb refugees should be 
urged to do so. Pressure should also be brought 
on England to lift the barriers of immigration 
to Palestine. The proximity of Palestine to the 
centers of refugee concentration makes it im- 
perative that temporary refugee camps be es- 
tablished in that country even for those who will 
not be permitted to settle permanently, until such 
a time as they will be admitted elsewhere. 

To date no agenda has been announced for the 
meeting in Washington. That the conference is to 
take place at all is an encouraging sign that the 
problem is not being forgotten in the diplomatic 
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tumult of war. In line with the above sugges. 
tions the Committee now has a wide field for 
immediate and effective action. 


THE DEATH OF SIGMUND FREUD 


[* AN alien city blacked out for fear of enemy 
attack Freud died at the age of eighty-three. 
A sick and aged man, his books publicly burned 
in his native city, his possessions confiscated, he 
was forced to take up the exile’s staff after being 
ransomed by an admirer in a foreign country. 
The fate which he had met as an intellectual and 
scholar he could bear bravely for he was only 
sharing the destiny of the thousands of other 
great European scholars who were similarly con- 
demned by the Nazi regime. This is the burden 
he assumed when he began to probe the depths 
of the human mind, and, tragic though it be, there 
is compensation in knowing what one suffers for, 
and the understandable consolation one finds in 
bearing a self assumed cross. 

Of his fate as a Jew Freud was made aware of 
even in the days of his youth when he came as a 
student to the university of Veinna. Jewish stu- 
dents were expected to be imbued with a realiza- 
tion of their inferiority. This Freud could easily 
reject. But the effects of this unfortunate status 
he had frequent occasion to witness among the 
people who later came to him for advice, suffering 
from morbid and depressed states of mind as a 
result of their experience as Jews. These he coun- 
selled to accept their destiny courageously without 
resource to escapes. 

Freud’s place in the world of scientific scholar- 
ship and research is assured, for as much as any 
man he has left a deep imprint on the ways of 
thinking of modern civilized humanity. For us he 
is also the tragic symbol of the absence of all out- 
ward escape from Jewish destiny. 


PEACE PLANS _ 
 prrenis ONE of the most tragic aspects of 


the present situation is the lack of effective 
socialist and progressive leadership and organiza- 
tion that could rally the masses in both the beliger- 
ent and neutral countries around a clear program. 
The war that is now on is bound to come to a 
close sooner or later, but what kind of reorganiza- 
tion will come at the end of the conflict? Will 
there merely be a repetition of 1919? 

In this respect we are in a worse position now 
than the world was in 1914. Although history 
proved them to be inadequate, there were at that 
time strong organized movements among the peo- 
ple that had definite programs. Today there are 
none, at least none that have not been tried and 
proved wanting. All progressives will agree with 
the decision of Britain that Hitlerism must be 
destroyed but the achievement of this task does 
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recurrence of wars and totalitarian systems. 

The Jewish Frontier has therefore turned to a 
number of people whose serious concern for and 
sincere approach to social problems has been mani- 
fested in the past, to obtain their views on a num- 
ber of vital questions in an effort to crystalize a 
peace program for labor and liberal elements. 
We have placed before them the following 
questions: 


(1) What political action should the masses of 
the belligerent (and neutral) countries undertake at 
the end of the war to prevent the recurrence of 
dictatorial regimes ? 


(2) What form of international organization 
should be sought to prevent future wars? 


Which Way Peace 


l AM afraid that the questions which I shall at- 
tempt to answer will not be identical with those 
which the editor has formulated for our discus- 
sion. This digression, as well as the apparent self 
assuredness of my answers, should be excused. In 
this instance, as in every other case, self assured- 
ness is an indication of embarrassment. For while 
a discussion of these questions is absolutely neces- 
sary, we are laboring under a twofold pressure— 
the moral anguish caused by the realization that 
we are starting an academic discussion under con- 
ditions of physical safety while human beings in 
Europe are suffering death terrible beyond des- 
cription, and the intellectual doubt of the accuracy 
of any attempt at this early date to detect the 
probable development and the logical conclusion 
of the current tragic events. 

Nevertheless we cannot evade the responsibil- 
ity, imposed upon us by the undeserved good for- 
tune of our own safety, to prepare constructive 
suggestions for the day when Europe, bled white 
and prostrate, will begin its.reorganization. Of 
course, only a quack would claim to have a definite 
prescription for that occasion. No school of 
thought, no political philosophy has survived in- 
tact the holocaust of the past years. We are in 
the dark and we should realize it. If the follow- 
ing contentions sound so very definite, it should be 
attributed to the fact that the debate is just begin- 
ning. The author is fully aware that the debate it- 
self and the reality of day-to-day events might 
modify or even nullify each and every one of his 
contentions. As long as one is ‘‘absolutely posi- 
tive” about a problem, the chances are one has not 
thought the matter out to its conclusion. I 
thought it advisable to preface my contribution by 
these remarks. And finally, a reminder is in order 





not yet establish any guarantees against the future 
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(3) What measures should be taken to achieve an 
effective solution of the problem of national 
minorities ? 


(4) What measures should be taken toward the 
distribution of largely unoccupied and underdeveloped 
areas in such a manner as would contribute toward 
a lasting peace and to a solution of economic and 
national minority problems? 

These are difficult questions and many will have 
misgivings about the formulation of definite an- 
swers. However, we feel that each answer con- 
tributes to a clarification of the problems and to 
the formulation of a program. In this issue we 
are offering some contributions on the subject. 
We hope to bring the views of others in forthcom- 
ing numbers. 


o~ 


@ by Willi Schlamm 


that the limited space placed at my disposal by the 
editor, precludes a detailed analysis of my conten- 
tions; they therefore have to be presented in the 
shortest form. 

* * * 

(1) Any attempt at formulating constructive 
peace plans presupposes an allied victory. It would 
be utterly ridiculous to consider plans for a world 
conquered by Hitler. A victory of the Russo-Ger- 
man bloc would create conditions incomprehen- 
sible to our sense of logic, our knowledge of soci- 
ology, our conception of morals, and transcending 
our imagination. While a military victory of 
Western Europe would by no means guarantee the 
reconstruction of the world along progressive 
lines, a victory of the Nazi-Bolshevik coalition 
would definitely preclude it. 

(2) Even under most auspicous circumstances, 
a West-European victory cannot lead to a “final” 
solution of Europe’s national and social problems 
(if such a final solution is altogether possible). 
The idea that the end of a war offers great oppor- 
tunities for any “‘final’’ solutions has been proved 
to be historically unsound both from the ‘‘revolu- 
tionary” (Lenin) and from the “liberal” (Wil- 
son) approach. Modern warfare is such a thor- 
ough squanderer of the material and spiritual 
resources of the nations concerned, that it de- 
creases rather than increases their readiness to 
follow up the “radical” war experiences with ex- 
periments of fundamental reorganization. Modern 
warfare leaves no other desire aside from an 
active or passive longing for complete peace. The 
experience of the Russian Revolution of 1917 
nowise contradicts this statement, for it is exactly 
by reason of the complete exhaustion of the masses 
and their almost unlimited desire for peace that a 
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group of conspirators within the losing countries, 
can organize along military lines, and be in a posi- 
tion to assume power. It was one of the tragic 
misconceptions of our times to class as social revo- 
lution that which, in fact, was nothing but the 
victory of such a conspiracy over the indifferent 
and exhausted masses of the people. As for the 
victorious countries, even most superficial revolu- 
tionary phraseology need expect nothing but com- 
plete agreement of the people with their victorious 
governments. 


(3) Ifthe progressive forces of the world shall 
again prepare to advocate at the end of the war 
(and even before its conclusion) “final”, ‘‘in- 
tegral”’ and “hundred percent”’ solutions, they will 
once more divorce themselves from reality. The 
type advocating such an “integral”, all-knowing 
approach will be responsible for, (a) the effortless 
triumph of stagnant reactionary and military 
forces on the winning side, and (b) unending con- 
spiracies for the purpose of capturing the exhaust- 
ed masses on the losing side. 


If the progressive forces of the world do not 
wish to find themselves eliminated from the organ- 
ization of peace, then they must prepare a plan 
that is capable of realization under the given 
political conditions, a plan that does not conflict 
with the psychological state of mind at the termin- 
ation of a war and they must honestly and un- 
conditionally renounce any desire to ‘“‘change the 
war into civil war.” 


(4) If Western Europe wins the war—and I 
am speaking only of such an eventuality—peace 
will be based upon the geographical, political and 
strategic requirements of Western Europe. We 
have to reckon with this simple truth. It would be 
stupid and dishonorable to camouflage this fact of 
prime importance with flowery phrases. But the 
Western European requirements do not clash in 
any way with the requirements of the rest of the 
European continent or of the world—provided 
that the progressive forces succeed in maintaining 
their viewpoint in the face of victorious militarism 
before and during the peace conference. In this 
we will only succeed if we convince the people of 
Western Europe that their own safety, their inter- 
ests and their future require a reasonable reorgan- 
ization of Europe that does not conflict with the 
interests of other peoples. 


(5) The basic interest of people who have sur- 
vived a war, lies not in social revolution but in last- 
ing peace. (Lenin’s party was only able to sell its 
particular brand of “social revolution” because it 
understood the above contention and made good 
use of it. Lenin came into power because he 
promised the masses nothing but quick and lasting 
peace, while consciously and cleverly neglecting 
the rest of his orthodox-marxist party program. ) 





interested in safeguarding, as best as possible, 
against a repetition of the terrible adventure—the 
masses as well as the peace conference will be 
interested in this. I see an important opportunity 
for the progressive forces of the world in the 
fortuitous fact that effective safeguards, even in 
a strategic sense, against the danger of an endless 
chain of succeeding wars can be achieved only on 
the basis of a progressive Eurvpean reconstruction. 


(6) Any peace plan which assumes the “social. 
ist transformation” of Europe dooms its authors 
to ineffectiveness. This would be true both in the 
case of a Hitler victory (which, I trust, needs no 
further elucidation) as well as in the case of vic. 
tory of the Western European alliance. Of 
course, I do not deny that in this war Western 
Europe is defending not only its democratic, but 
also its capitalistic structure, but I am nevertheless 
anxious for a Western European victory, because I 
can see the possibilities for progressive, and there- 
fore also for socialist development, under the pre- 
vailing democratic-capitalistic regime. Such possi- 
bilities would be out of the question under Bolshe- 
vist totalitarianism as well as under Nazi rule. 
The proponents of uncompromising socialist peace 
plans will therefore be doomed to the sterile role 
of sectarian theorizers by the triumph of Western 
Europe. If Western Europe wins, neither the 
freedom of democratic action of the western 
people nor the possibilities for a progressive poli- 
tical reorganization of all Europe will come to an 
end. Western Europe can win and survive this 
war only if its aims are democratic; when the war 
is won the forces of realistic and progressive ac- 
tion will have direct opportunities for exerting in- 
fluence. The doctrinary contention that demo- 
cratic states must lose their own democratic struc- 
ture as a result of war has been refuted since 
1919. A victorious Western Europe will once 
more disprove this fatalistic formula. 


(7) Europe’s susceptibility to war is perpetuat- 
ed by the existence of large national units, whose 
territories are interspersed with the states of a 
dozen smaller nations. As long as Europe does not 
put into effect the socialist dream (and I am of the 
opinion that this won’t happen after this war any 
more than it happened after the last one) so long 
will the small national states offer a constant tempt- 
ation before the great state units to extend their 
“living space” at the expense of the small neigh- 
bors. Aside from the uncompromising and at the 
same time unrealistic solution of a socialistic Eur- 
ope, only three solutions are now logically pos- 
sible: (1) A splitting-up of the great national 
units, particularly of Germany, which controls the 
most important danger zone in Central Europe, 
where most European nationalities come in contact 
with each other, (2) The consolidation of all the 
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European small nations into two or three large 
states each of which would be strong enough to re- 
sist with its own might a Pan-Germanic or Pan- 
Slavic threat, and (3) A combination of both 
principles. 

(8) Victory achieved, Western European mili- 
tarist reactionaries and even large numbers of the 
people, will probably confine their immediate de- 
mands to a partition of Germany, otherwise de- 
manding merely the reconstruction of the Euro- 
pean status quo. Aside from all other objections, 
such a solution would be contrary to Western Eur- 
ope’s desire for a permanent peace, for the disrup- 
tion of the German state within an otherwise un- 
changed Europe would almost assure the repeti- 
tion of a German national “revolutionary” adven- 


‘ture, and therefore a repetition of the European 


war. The experiences of the small nations in 
Central and South-Eastern Europe during the past 
twenty years will induce them to consent to the 
creation of federations of smaller states such as a 
Danube Federation, a Balkan Federation, a Scan- 
dinavian Federation, a Baltic Federation. The 
progressive world forces have good reason to 
strengthen such tendencies, but they should not 
overlook the possibility that the creation of new 
power-combinations against Pan-Germanism may 
still not exclude a later European breakdown. 


The most appealing solution should be a com- 
bination of both tendencies: a decentralization of 
the inflated, expansive national units and at the 
same time an amalgamation of smaller national- 
ities with corresponding interests, such as, for in- 
stance, Czecho-Slovakia, Austria, Jugoslavia. 


(9) Such a solution would, make possible the 
creation of a European Federation. Certain essen- 
tial features of such European reorganization are 
already discernible today—far-reaching political 
autonomy of small units (after the principle of the 
Swiss Cantons and the states of North America) ; 
an intermediate federation of territories with cor- 
responding interests; finally a European federa- 
tion with a unified customs-system, unified currency 
and common institutions like higher courts. 

Such a reorganization of Europe would do 
away with two economic factors that largely con- 
tributed to the dynamic force of Fascism: (1) The 
criminal feudal distribution of land in some parts 
of Europe (Junker estates) and, (2) The insane 
tariff walls, erected to foster economic self-suffic- 
iency. A Federated Europe, without doubt re- 
taining its fundamental capitalist structure at the 
beginning, would be forced to adopt a unified cur- 
rency, a customs union and agrarian reform which 
would preclude war. For when industrial centers 
will be distributed all over the continent in con- 
formity with natural conditions and enjoying uni- 
fied tarriff and customs policies then no part of 
Europe will be in a position to prepare for modern 
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warfare against another part of the same contin- 
ent. The free movement of agricultural products 
in the common European market will eliminate the 
stifling remnants of feudal agrarianism. Unified 
customs and currency systems will equally open up 
to all members of the federation the raw material 
resources and the markets of the world, including 
the colonies, whose autonomy a federated Europe 
will not be able to prevent for long. 

(10) Politically, the basic law of the “Eu- 
ropean Federation” must be individual democratic 
freedom in all parts of the federation. Common 
institutions, such as courts, and common sanctions, 
economic as well as military ones, must guarantee 
the democratic-parliamentary character of each 
and every unit within the federation against any 
and all attempts at restoration of totalitarianism. 
A Federated Europe is inconsistent with the ridicu- 
lous principle of ‘non-interference in internal af- 
fairs.” The rights of national and religious minor- 
ities within each part of the federation are auto- 
matically included in the safeguards of individual 
liberty (and not vice versa). Any European solu- 
tion in which the rights of the individual are de- 
pendent upon the rights of his group, renders na- 
tionalism, war and every other form of brutality 
inevitable. 

ae 

I am aware that I have contributed hardly more 
than a few thoughts to the discussion. And I also 
realize that inveterate believers in orthodox for- 
mulas will accuse me of harboring illusions and 
even of being an “idealist”. I have become used 
to this and furthermore, we need listen to this 
type of critic only after he can show us that his 
orthodox formulas and prescriptions have ever 
amounted to more than naive and primitive illu- 
sions. A victory of the Western European powers 
would present no more than just a chance for 
some sort of progressive European reorganiza- 
tion. But it is the only chance. We shall only be 
in a position to make use of that chance if we have 
learned the essential lesson of our time, that the 
only force able to cope with totalitarianism is not 
some other brand of totalitarianism but the deep- 
rooted human longing for personal liberty and 
lasting peace. Only that movement which helps 
to organize this force with realistic understanding 
may be called progressive. 
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Racialism In Reverse: 


€€R TO MORE illusions about Germany!” ex- 

claim extreme nationalists in France. “The 
framers of the Versailles Treaty deluded them- 
selves into believing that it was possible to found a 
lasting peace on a subdued Germany. What crim- 
inal naivete! A superficial glance at the history 
and structure of Germany would have sufficed to 
indicate that the German people, as soon as it had 
had a chance to rest and recuperate, would once 
again turn into a nation of robbers. The phenom- 
enon of Hitlerism is not an historical accident but 
an essential expression of German evolution. If 
there were no Hitler, Germany would have 
found another Fuehrer. It is therefore a 
mistake to draw a distinction between the 
German people and its Fuehrer. This is merely a 
repetition of the error of 1914, when an attempt 
was made to differentiate between the people of 
Germany and the militarism of the Kaiser and his 
Junkers. Efforts were not spared at that time to 
represent Germany as possessing a fair side and a 
foul. Germany has no such fair side. Germany 
willed Hitler. It called him to power by the vote 
of a legal majority, which elected him in the full 
knowledge of his program of vengeance and vic- 
tory. Germany stands solidly behind him. 


“Doubtless,” writes their spokesman Kerillis, 
“Hitler’s horrible regime will some day be liqui- 
dated. But we would bequeathe to humanity a 
miserable future if we succumbed to the idea that 
all that is needed is to change once more the flag 
and form of government of the Reich. No, what 
is needed is to break the power of the German 
Reich. A few French nationalists understood this 
in 1918; but the peace negotiators, misled by their 
silly illusions, considered it possible to reconcile 
Germany with the rest of humanity. But there 
was no such possibility, and the illusion proved 
an expensive one; after twenty years, military Ger- 
many arose anew, once more threatening a World 
War. The least we could now do is not to lose 
sight of this horrible lesson.” 


Ideas and demands similar to those of Kerillis 
have repeatedly been voiced in recent weeks: 
“Should the war start anew, we must not allow 
ourselves to be taken in again as we did in 1918... 
Germany is beyond improvement or cure . . . We 
must sooner or later put an end to it.” Against 
these ideas and demands I wish to formulate in 
clear and indubitable terms the following idea— 
one that is shared alike by both French and inter- 
national Socialism. 


* We offer this article written just before the outbreak of war 
g on a future peace.—Editors. 


because of its significant bearin 


@ by Leon Blum 


Let us consider the aim of the spiritual propa. 
ganda presently conducted by France and Britain. 
Ostensibly, their objective is to convince the Ger. 
man masses that their Nazi leaders are concealing 
from them the truth about the European situation 
and about the real attitude of the other nations, 
Their messages, which are being so strenuously 


disseminated, say in effect: “Your despots keep 


you in ignorance, or deceive you through lies. If 
the truth were known to you, you would free your- 
selves of them. You would not allow yourselves 
to be led by them into war and ruin. We have the 
right to address you in this manner, because we 
draw a line of distinction between your tyrants and 
yourselves; because toward the German people we 
entertain no animosity whatever; because we have 
no desire other than to accord to the German 
people that place in a peaceful Europe which 
rightfully belongs to them...” 

These motifs, which I have briefly sketched, are 
the very same ones that were sounded by both Mr. 
Chamberlain and Lord Halifax. They are also 
the same as those developed in the Labor Party's 
noble appeal to the German people. Who cannot 
see that all this is based on the postulate that the 
Nazi despots are not the true representatives of 
the German people, and that between the rulers 
and the ruled there exists no insoluble solidarity, 
but, on the contrary, a manifest division and con- 
flict of opinion? Since Kerillis repudiates this pos- 
tulate, he deprives this propaganda of the very 
foundations on which it rests. He thereby allows 
Dr. Goebbels and his press effectively to reply: 
‘You can see now quite clearly that we have been 
telling you the truth, and that the enemy propa- 
ganda has been lying. You can see quite clearly 
that the so-called anti-Hitler peace front is noth- 
ing else than a military coalition against Germany. 
You can see quite clearly that to the French the 
German people are a hated race and the German 
State a hereditary enemy.” 

All reliable reports from Germany point to the 
strong efforts made by the Nazi leaders to propa- 
gate the idea of “encirclement,” thus hoping to at- 
tract to themselves the favorable opinion of a con- 
fused and uneasy nation. On every note of the 
scale they keep repeating: “The very life of Ger- 
many is threatened! We may yet be compelled to 
fight for our very existence.” The Bulletin Quo- 
tidien of the Foreign Ministry has recently pub- 
lished two letters dealing with this situation, ad- 
dressed to the editor of The Times by Norman 
Angell and Harold Nicolson. Both of these gen- 
tlemen, comrade Norman Angell as well as Mr. 
Nicolson—the latter of whom spoke against the 
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Munich Accord in the House of Commons—em- 
phasized the importance of enlightening the Ger- 
man people on this matter. We must convince 
Germany, stated the former, that we remain the 
front-fighters for peace through collective secur- 
ity; that our aim still remains to build a Europe 
based upon freedom, justice and equality. We 
must convince Germany, asserted the latter, that 
no one is thinking of encircling it, and that it de- 
pends entirely upon Hitler whether or not Ger- 
many will find herself surrounded. These are ef- 
fective words, all the more effective because they 
are true. What kind of effect, on the other hand, 
will Kerillis’ message have, especially if it is taken 
to represent French public opinion and French 
public policy? 

To maintain that there exist no differences be- 
tween Hitler and the German people can only 
have the effect of pushing the people closer to 
Hitler; to maintain that there exists between them 
a fundamental and insoluble bond can only have 
the effect of sealing that bond. 


Mr. de Kerillis does not consider the appear- 
ance and success of Nazi racial theories as an his- 
torical accident or as the result of the actions of 
one man or group of men, but as an expression of 
the peculiar nature of the German people, of its 
manifest and eternal substance. Because the Ger- 
man people must be what they are, and because 
they cannot be anything else than what they are, 
Hitlerist racialism must forever exist. If they had 
not found a leader in an individual named Hitler, 
they would of necessity have had to look for him 
in some other individual. To differentiate between 
this person and the German people is as absurd as 
it is illusory, since this individual is nothing else 
than the symbol and active expression of the 
nation. 


Certainly history recognizes no pure accidents. 
In his autobiography Hitler strove, with consider- 
able coquettishness, to pose as an absolute origin- 
ator. If you were to listen to him, you would soon 
be convinced that he created out of naught. Not 
only did he erect his structure all by himself; not 
only did he himself draw up:the blue-print, but it 
was also he who formed the theoretic and political 
building materials that went into its making. In 
reality, however, it is definitely established that 
racialism is a part of Germany’s cultural tradition. 
Now, were it merely a question of connecting Hit- 
ler’s racism with certain currents that have been 
active in Germany’s culture for over a century, I 
should certainly side with Kerillis against Hitler. 
But Kerillis goes infinitely further. The spiritual 
currents with which Kerillis links Nazi racialism 
seem to him, if I may say so, to embrace the whole 
of the German people, without exception, regard- 
less of class or party affiliation. In his opinion, 
these concepts, and the political regime which they 
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represent, not only share a universal validity but, 
more than that, partake of the nature of historic 
necessity, are predetermined. And this precisely 
because they represent the German spirit—a spirit 
which, since the day when it identified itself irre- 
vocably with the Germanic barbarian personality 
established by Tacitus, has never made an honest 
attempt to fraternize with Western civilization. 
The only: sane solution, according to Kerillis, is, 
therefore, to deprive that spirit of the power to 
inflict injury. 

But this is veritable racialism—Hitler’s racial- 
ism; in practice, naturally, turned against him, but 
in theory the same as his. When Kerillis insists on 
the universal individuality of the German people 
and upon the continuance and indestructability of 
their peculiarities, he is applying the very same 
reasoning process against Germany that Hitler 
does toward the Jews. Hitler considers the Ger- 
mans as the chosen people, predestined to rule the 
world. Mr. Kerillis, on the other hand, considers 
them as the cursed race, whose viciousness could 
be removed only through their complete emascula- 
tion. Notwithstanding the two diametrically op- 
posed objectives, the conclusions reached are mat- 
erially the same. To the two race theories are 
thus assigned the identical meaning. Such reason- 
ing, however, constitutes a complete negation of 
all modern culture and human progress; we Social- 
ists must unequivocally reject it. We reject it be- 
cause science has taught us that nowhere in Eur- 
ope is there such a thing as a pure race; nor, in the 
strict sense of the word, anywhere else; that, 
therefore, no nation has the right to represent it- 
self as a pure race. We reject it also because no- 
where in history has a national feeling been pro- 
duced out of the collective consciousness of an eth- 
nic unity. We reject it further because it is in 
complete contradiction to actual experience, and 
because we believe that underneath the superficial 
mask of a Germany regimented by racialism there 
lurks a German people of an altogether different 
character. 


The other Germany, which is now in hiding, has 
long lived and acted in the full light of day. To- 
day it consists of highly respected exiles, thousands 
of persons in prisons or under suspicion and mil- 
lions of men and women forced to dumb obedience 
or blind self-deception. But after the war it un- 
questionably embraced the overwhelming majority 
of the people. It held power for 15 years, and on 
the very eve of the Nazi victory it still controlled 
half of the votes. We are acquainted with its his- 
tory, which forms an integral part of modern cul- 
ture. No one has the right to doubt the future of 
this “other Germany.” No matter how great the 
debasing and degenerating effects of Nazism may 
be, no matter how strong its influence on the 
younger generation, which stepped into active life 
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after Hitlers’ seizure of power, we are still justi- 
fied in the hope that the liberation of the German 
people will witness once again the rise of that 
“other Germany.” All indications justify the as- 
sertion that the Hitlerist disease is not an incur- 
able one, that the Hitlerist stain is not an ineradic- 
able one, and that the “other Germany,” once the 
country is liberated and accepted again into the 
family of nations, will restore to this people its 
healthy body. 


Hitler’s victory over this other Germany, had 
its causes. No occurrence in history ever took 
place without its causes; no phenomenon ever ap- 
peared that did not have its roots in preceding 
events. But the causes of Hitler’s triumph are of 
an accidental, and not of an inevitable nature. 
What I mean to say is that, considering the partic- 
ular causes that had existed, the result could not 
have been any different than what it was; but that, 
on the other hand, it lay within the power of 
human intelligence and will to prepare such causes 
as would have had an entirely different effect. To 
express it more clearly: the proof that Nazism is 
not the normal, necessary and inevitable expres- 
sion of the German personality is the fact that it 
would never have existed, or at least triumphed, if 
post-war Europe had taken a more clear-sighted 
and, in the strictest sense of the word, bolder, at- 
titude toward Germany. The more we feel justi- 
fied in attributing the present unrest and danger of 
war in Europe to Nazi racialism exclusively, the 
more also are we justified in placing a large share 
of the responsibility for the existence of racialism 
on the shoulders of the victorious Powers. 


French Socialism has on numerous occasions 
called attention to this long chain of errors, has 
urged that it be acknowledged and combatted. 
Ironically enough, it begins with the Peace Treaty 
proper. It must be admitted also—and this need 
cause no surprise—that this treaty has never re- 
ceived a just appraisal. I believe that even while 
the peace agreements were made the object of 
some of our sharpest attacks, I personally failed 
to stigmatize them as “imperialist treaties.”” Both 
in chamber councils and at the Hamburg Con- 
gress, where the Socialist International was recon- 
stituted, I represented the standpoint that here, 
for the first time in modern history at the conclu- 
sion of a European war, an agreement was 
reached which excluded the idea of victory, of un- 
just territorial expansion based on might, prestige 
or equal balance of power. The guiding principle 
of the framers of the treaty was in fact the right 
to self-determination; but they laid themselves 
open to the reproach that in the application of this 
principle they were now timid or wavering, now 
excessively liberal, thus violating certain political 
and economic realities, which in the course of time 
and experience became more and more pro- 











nounced. It is both interesting and instructive to 
note that the peace negotiators today recognize in 
retrospect the claims of Mr. de Kerillis, who can- 
not forgive them the fact that they failed to break 
up Germany and to destroy German might for 
ever. Actually, both Clemenceau and Tardieu op- 
posed with as much energy as did Wilson and 
Lloyd George the breaking up of Germany. They 
did not wish to see the “War for Right” end in a 
peace of conquest. They knew that in the course 
of time every injustice would be removed; and so 
refused to condemn Europe to eternal warfare. 


By the same token, for ‘the first time in 150 
years a peace treaty was signed that did not exact 
punitive tributes or reparations. All that was de- 
manded of the conquered States was compensation 
for damages to lives and property caused by their 
armies, while damages to citizens of the Allies 
from other sources were assumed by the victorious 
powers themselves. Against this principle nothing 
can be said. - But its application was even more 
false and absurd. It was interpreted and executed 
in such a manner as to create among the German 
people the feeling that it had been condemned to 
an impossible life of slavery and payment of trib- 
ute, without the hope of ever being able to meet 
these obligations and be free again. This feeling 
was reenforced by the Army of Occupation, whose 
arrival was interpreted by Germany as an act of 
war against a disarmed people. It was the occu- 
pation of the Ruhr that set off the rapid growth of 
racialism. 


The Versailles Treaty rests, to a larger degree 
than is usually acknowledged, on principles of jus- 
tice. Despite this, it broke Germany’s spirit, even 
if it did not entirely destroy it. It burdened the 
Germans with an impossible debt, even if it failed 
to exhaust their wealth, which consists of their 
productive powers. The manner in which the re- 
parations and disarmament clauses were applied 
has immeasurably increased the propaganda value 
of Hitler and his party, who called for the denun- 
ciation of these clauses as the only means of re- 
gaining freedom and honor. In addition, the par- 
ties of the “other Germany” which signed the 
treaty, and which waged an ever increasing battle 
against the rise of Hitlerism, could never obtain 
from the conquering powers the necessary encour- 
agement and support. The latter failed to display 
the goodwill and willingness to help them. If 
after these experiences we could today live over 
again the history of the past twenty years, all of 
these mistakes would be avoided, and the other 
Germany would still be in power. Nazism, there- 
fore, is no preordained expression of the German 
people; and no one has the right to pronounce as 
impossible for the future that which was possible 
in the past. 
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Program For Peace 


HE EMERGENCE of dictatorship within 

any given country is always the inevitable re- 
sult of the mistakes made by the Democrats and 
Socialists of the same country. Therefore, the re- 
currence of dictatorial regimes can only be avoid- 
ed if the masses have learned something from 
their experiences, and will not repeat their former 
mistakes any more. A democracy that can with- 
stand the attacks of dictatorial interests must be a 
real democracy. A mock democracy is worse 
than no democracy. A political democracy can- 
not survive, if the democratic parties allow that 
the masses of the people are hungry, destitute or 
unemployed. Under such conditions, it will al- 
ways be easy for a demagogue, and not only for a 
demagogue, to prove to the masses that the demo- 
cratic system is responsible for their distress. 
Furthermore, in a real democracy the masses of 
the people must have an effective control over the 
Army, the Police, and the Law Courts. Last but 
not least, a democracy should never indulge in a 
foolish misunderstanding of its own principles and 
allow its sworn enemies the right of free speech 
and free organization. Democratic rights and 
privileges can only belong to the people and its 
friends, but never to its enemies. A real democ- 
racy must ruthlessly suppress and destroy any fas- 
cist or pro-fascist or anti-democratic movement. 
If a democracy is too weak or too stupid to do 
this, then the end of this democracy is not so far 
away. In Italy, between 1920-1922, and in Ger- 
many between 1919 and 1933, the Police and the 
judges nearly always helped the fascists and the 
anti-democrats against the protests or attacks by 
the democratic working class. Only if the demo- 
cratic states and the democratic masses equal or 
surpass the energy of the reactionaries and fas- 
cists, will they survive. 

It is wrong to believe that an international 
organization by itself can avoid war. The League 
of Nations had excellent principles, but neverthe- 
less, was a failure, because the League of Nations 
was commanded by the reactionary governments 
of England and France which were never ready to 
obey the principles of the League. The Second 
International before 1914 also had excellent prin- 
ciples, but at the beginning of the War of 1914, 
the Socialist parties were weak in each country 
and unable to change the policies of their govern- 
ments. Therefore, the Second International could 
not hinder the War. The Third International 
also had clear and strong principles on the inter- 
national collaboration of the workers and the fight 
against imperialistic wars. In the present emerg- 
ency one party of the Third International, the 
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Russian Party, is extremely strong and rules 
its own country, whereas, the other parties of 
the Third International are weak and without 
any influence on the destinies of their countries. 
But the Russian Communist Party follows only 
the interests of Russian nationalism, and it does 
not regard at all the will and the interest of 
the workers outside of Russia. Therefore, the 
Third International has become as big a failure in 
1939, as the Second International was in 1914. 
After the present war the democratic and labor 
masses in all the important countries of the world 
should take over political power everywhere. 
If the democrats and workers are able to defeat 
their own imperialists and reactionaries at home, 
there will be no more war. It will be easy for free 
nations to live peacefully with each other, and to 
adjust the differences that may arise between 
themselves. But if the reactionaries and im- 
perialists shall be able to continue their influence, 
then a second League of Nations would have the 
same fate as the first, and also a revived and re- 
vised Labor International would not be more suc- 
cessful than its predecessors have been. 

A national minority is being persecuted not be- 
cause the national minority of the country has a 
bad character, but because the governing class of 
the national majority seeks a certain profit or use 
by the persecution of these minorities. There is 
no persecution of the national minorities in Switz- 
erland, although the German Swiss are the major- 
ity and the French and Italian Swiss are minor- 
ities. For the principles of Bourgeois Democracy 
which rule Switzerland, do not allow the oppres- 
sion of any national group. On the other hand, all 
the national minorities in the Russia of the Tzar 
or in the Poland of Mr. Beck have been cruelly 
oppressed because the Tzarist bureaucrats and the 
Polish fascists regarded national oppression as a 
necessary part of their system of power. National 
groups are only fighting each other when they are 
deceived by selfish ruling gangs. The conflict be- 
tween Jews and Arabs in Palestine has neither 
been invented by the Jewish nor the Arab common 
people, but only by certain groups of British im- 
perialists:and Arab aristocrats. The elimination 
of the oppressors will make national peace pos- 
sible everywhere. There is in Central Europe 
such a strange mixture of German, Czech, and 
Polish elements that a “just”? frontier within the 
ordinary nationalist meaning of the word is im- 
possible. Only a Central European Federation of 
‘Nations which would give fair play to each 
national group within a bigger economic and poli- 
tical frontier, could end the eternal conflicts. In 
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the same way, in the Near East, a lasting peace 
between the Jewish and the Arab people could be 
established after the elimination of bureaucratic 
and aristocratic sabotage. 

The distribution of the underdeveloped areas 
of the world can take place either according to im- 
perialistic methods, in which case one war will fol- 
low the other, or imperialism will be defeated in 
all the important states and real Democracy will 
be established. Then the big democracies and the 
working classes of all the important countries can 
approach the problem by a new method. It would 
be again a foolish superstition to believe that a 
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nice plan of distribution of the areas on the earth 
between the former “haves” and the former 
“have-nots” would achieve anything, without the 
preliminary change in the home conditions of the 
big nations. Today Hitler, Mussolini and the 
Japanese militarists demand colonies which belong 
to Chamberlain and Daladier. Whether these men 
make war or peace, the result would always be the 
same: little tricks, empty formulas and the contin. 
uation of oppression. Only when the German, the 
Italian, and the Japanese working classes will be 
able to liberate themselves, and the English 
and the French nations will appoint new govern- 
ments, more appropriate to the 




































“ook, Pop! It’s a Homer!” 


if Not last week’s game; not something that happened yesterday; not 
even a minute ago. But right now! Seeing things—miles away—at the 
very instant they happen! That’s the new thrill that television now 
makes possible. 


ideal of true democracy, a fair 
distribution of the raw materials 
and the “living room’’ will be- 
become possible. It is not the 
real question which state is the 
owner of a colony, but whether 
a colony, is ruled by oppressive 
imperialistic or co-operative de- 
mocratic principles. If the prob- 
lems of the underdeveloped 
areas will be approached with a 
co-operative and democratic at- 
titude, then it will be possible to 
find room also for national mi- 
norities which live at present in 
overcrowded territories under 
dificult economic conditions. 
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Convention 
of the 
National 
Labor Committee 
For Palestine 
Will Open On 
SATURDAY EVENING 
NOVEMBER 4th 
MECCA TEMPLE 


UT television is destined to do 
more than this for us. The foun- 
dation is laid for a whole new in- 
dustry—careers for artists; jobs for 
hundreds of engineers and thousands 
of skilled workmen making television 
transmitters and receivers; jobs for 
thousands more selling and servicing 
this new product and providing 
the raw materials required. These 
are important possibilities of tele- 
vision. 
For more than 60 years, General 
Electric scientists, engineers, and 
workmen have been finding new ways 


for electricity to serve the public—in 
factory, farm, and home. The new 
products and services made possible 
by their work have helped to produce 
the steady rise in the living stand- 
ards of the American people. 

And right now, as television emerges 
from the laboratory. to take its place 
among the accomplished marvels of 
this age of electricity, these G-E 
pioneers are once again creating, not 
only “More Goods for More People 
at Less Cost,” but also MORE 
AND BETTER JOBS AT HIGHER 
WAGES. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred dollars 
for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC. 


90-170D5 















and Will Continue 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5th 
at 


HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 
New York City 


This year we are calling the annual 
convention earlier than usual because 
of the urgent problems with which we 
must cope as a result of the present 
situation. 

The Jews of America must come to 
the aid of our Vanguard in Palestine 
and bring comfort and hope to our 
persecuted brothers throughout the 
world. 


NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE 
FOR PALESTINE 


Morris FEINSTONE, 

Chairman Administrative Com. 
JOsEPH SCHLOSSBERG, 

National Chairman 
IsAAC HAMLIN, 

National Secretary 
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The Catastrophe of Polish Jewry 


a 


HE FULL import of that which happened in 

Poland is still not realized by many people. 
The catastrophe in Poland is not just another link 
in the chain of calamities which befell us during 
recent years. It marks the destruction of the last 
fastness of organically integrated Jewish life that 
created its own national forms of life and heroic- 
ally maintained a measure of cultural self suffic- 
iency absolutely essential for the continuation of 
national life. 

There are Jews in many lands but only Poland 
could boast of a Jewish community that lived as 
an organic national unit. Only in the scores of 
cities and towns in Poland could one feel that 
national cultural atmosphere that is a distillation 
of a milieu created by many generations over a 
period of many centuries. 

The Jewish community in Poland was conserva- 
tive and it clung to externals, such as traditional 
garb, longer than others did. But this conserva- 
tism contained much that was wholesome and 
beautiful because it did not belong to the category 
of dull stubbornness, such as could be found in 
Carpatho-Ukraine where deviation from external 
usage was looked upon as a mortal sin. Polish 
Jewry was characterized by a spirit of creative 
determination which consents to change the mode 
of life only when its forms have been outgrown 
and not as a result of pressure or threats from 
without. I have therefore always been struck 
with admiration by the courage of the caftaned 
Jews who, during the most dangerous days of at- 
tacks on Jews in the streets and parks of Warsaw, 
would walk through non-Jewish sections as if 
demonstrating before the hostile world that they 
do not seek to hide behind a false mask but openly 
and proudly bear their fate. There seemed to be 
so much daring and spite of the enemy in this pub- 
lic wearing of the traditional caftans and earlocks 
that I was often led to think that these people still 
possess the readiness to go to the scaffold for their 
convictions and their Judaism. 

Polish Jewry changed its mode of life by slow 
stages and opened itself to outside influences with 
tactful gradualness. They adopted from the out- 
side world only as much as they could assimilate 
and adapt to their own style of living. Nowhere 
could one find so many traditionally dressed 
people reading books and newspapers in several 
languages and especially in Hebrew and Yiddish. 
Nowhere outside of Poland could one find such an 
organic understanding between deeply religious 
fathers and radical Zionist sons. Only in Poland 
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could one find so many laborers who go to a syna- 
gogue on Saturday morning and to socialist meet- 
ings in the evening, who celebrate Passover and 
the First of May. 

I do not mean to imply that Polish Jewry was 
altogether devoid of backward elements who stag- 
nated culturally and refused to abandon medieval 
heritages. Nor was there a complete absence of 
extreme assimilationists who end up with self 
hatred, an element which also in Poland produced 
a number of vicious anti-Semites of Jewish extrac- 
tion. There were enough representatives of both 
these groups and in recent years assimilation be- 
gan to undermine the very foundations of Jewish 
life. The last fortress of Jewish national life in 
Europe was not devoid of fissures and weak spots. 
But despite these manifestations one could justifi- 
ably point with satisfaction to the broad masses 
who determined the fate of Polish Jewry, who 
gave it shape and form and transformed it into a 
strong support to the Jews of the entire world. 
All the different ideas and ideologies of present 
day Jewish strivings were amply represented. 
Only three weeks ago the basic mass of Polish 
Jewry was an organic, historically continuous sec- 
tion of Jewry. It then appeared as if destiny it- 
self endeavored to maintain this community until a 
more secure and fertile national center would 
come into being. For it would be inconceivable to 
imagine the new Palestine with its social and 
national innovations without the contributions of 
Poland. After Russian Jewry had been con- 
demned to isolation and silence, the entire burden 
of the revival in Palestine devolved upon Poland, 
and for the glory of Polish Jews it should be 
stated, that during the past twenty years they have 
produced a great number of heroes and martyrs 
who inspired and impressed all of world Jewry. 


Insofar as it is at all possible to attain in the 
Diaspora a harmonious form of national life, a 
life embracing social and cultural contradictions 
and yet fundamentally unified, that was attained 
by Polish Jews to the maximum possible extent. 
This is a task difficult enough to accomplish con- 
sidering the external forces and influences that so 
violently encroach upon the life forces of a Dias- 
pora minority, and yet they were successful. 

The historical accumulations of Jewish culture 
exerted a more vital and prolonged influence in 
Poland than in any other country. This accounts 
for the fact that the outside influences did not en- 
tail the same spiritual annihilation as in Germany 
and Austria. The century old neighborhood with 
the Polish culture, on the other hand, made a deep 
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impression on Jewish life without eradicating its 
original nature. This influence was different from 
that in Germany which resulted in complete assi- 
milation so far as language and milieu was con- 
cerned. It also differed from the situation in Rus- 
sia where the great Russian literary and ideolog- 
ical influence was paramount while the Jews con- 
tinued to live among Ukrainians, White Russians, 
Lithuanians and Letts. The influence of Polish 
culture on Polish Jews was not only of longer dur- 
ation historically but it was also more harmonious 
and wholesome because it united landscape, folk- 
ways, literature and all those factors that we class- 
ify under the broad term—culture. This accounts 
for the existence of regions in Poland where pious 
synagogue Jews speak excellent Polish. In the 
Polish Sejm (parliament) many often marvelled 
at the perfectly modelled language of the ultra 
religious representative Rabbi Levin. In the en- 
tire Jewish literature one cannot find such love and 
response to the landscape as one finds in the works 
of Sholem Asch. 

The two renaissance movements in Jewish life 
had a more organic and vital character in Poland 
than they did in any other country. They re- 
flected not only the needs and the suffering of the 
time but also historical memories and popular tra- 
ditions. The Zionist movement in Poland was im- 
mersed in the daily political struggle more than 
elsewhere. The Jewish Socialist movement, on 
the other hand, granted broad concessions to the 
national and religious moods of the people. The 
ideological struggle was more bitter because both 
movements considered their slogans with such 
vital earnestness. 

The above brief characterization of Polish Jew- 
ry will give us an insight into the magnitude of the 
tragedy which the catastrophe that befell them 
constitutes for the Jews of the entire world. We 
will now consider the factual situation. 


Il. 


We still do not know exactly how Poland will 
be divided. It is still more difficult to foretell the 
fate of Poland at the end of the war. But one 
thing we can say definitely—the Jews of those Pol- 
ish districts where the majority of the population 
consists of Ukrainians and White Russians (about 
1,300,000 Jews) will remain under Soviet rule. 
To us, being under Soviet rule implies national 
death, for it is now clear to everyone that even the 
anemic linguistic cultural freedom of which Jewish 
Communists boast is now on the verge of giving 
up the ghost. It is possible that the Jews of the 
districts now annexed by Russia will bring about a 
partial revitalization of Soviet Jewry because, dur- 
ing the first years at least, they will have to attend 
Jewish schools as a result of their lack of knowl- 
edge of the Russian language. The Jews living in 


Galicia never knew Russian while those of the 
White Russian region had forgotten it through 
lack of use during the past twenty years. It is 
also likely that they will remain in their present 
districts for some time to come. The strongest 
factor tending toward assimilation in the past was 
the migration of Jews into the central provinces of 
Russia. About a million of them were affected by 
this migration and these no longer use Yiddish 
schools. Even ten years ago intermarriage be- 
tween them and their Russian neighbors reached 
25%, and no figures concerning intermarriage are 
available for later years. ‘We are thus able to 
speak of the destiny of the 1,300,000 Jews who 
now come under permanent Soviet dominion with 
a measure of certainty. But let us first consider 
the fate of those Jews who now fell into the hands 
of the Nazis. 


As this article is being written it is impossible to 
know exactly how many Jews will remain under 
Nazi rule, but it seems to be clear that their num- 
ber will reach about two million. Even if we as- 
sume that Hitler will be defeated in the end and 
that the purely Polish provinces will be re-estab- 
lished as an independent state, the Jews of those 
provinces will have undergone such a hellish or- 
deal that it is highly doubtful whether they will be 


able to reconstruct their economic and cultural © 


life. Twenty million Polish peasants can be im- 
poverished and exhausted but they cannot be up- 
rooted; the Nazi tyrant can keep them enslaved 
but they will still remain the sound body of the 
Polish people. But the situation is entirely differ- 
ent where the two million urban Polish Jews are 
concerned. Those who will fall into Stalin’s 
hands will be “Sovietized” according to the pat- 
tern followed in the Ukraine in years past. This 
means that 50% of them will be declassed. But 
the fate of the two million Jews that come under 
Nazi rule will be immeasurably more tragic. 


The Nuremberg racial laws will no doubt be 
enforced in the occupied regions with even greater 
sternness than in Germany proper for the follow- 
ing reasons. The “normal” hatred of the Nazis 
for the Jews will in this case be augmented by the 
motive of revenge against the Jews for their hero- 
ic resistance to the invaders. There will also be a 
tendency to bribe sections of the Polish people by 
dividing among them the remaining Jewish posses- 
sions. 

The area occupied by the Nazis contains about 
a million Germans among whom Hitler will no 
doubt distribute the Jewish business and manufac- 
turing establishments. In the Jewish owned tex- 
tile factories of Lodz and the surrounding towns 
many thousands of Germans were employed, a 
considerable number of whom were Nazis. 
There can be no doubt that the larger plants will 
at once be ‘‘Aryanized” and will pass into German 
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hands. In the occupied area there are between 
seven and eight thousand Jewish families engaged 
in manufacturing and these employed tens of thou- 
sands of workers. Hitler will no doubt find some 
way to exploit Jewish labor power but he will not 
leave the workers in the factories. Instead they 
will probably be sent to perform work on danger- 
ous sectors of the front. This we may learn from 
our experience during the first World War, when 
the Germans were still abiding by the rules of 
humanity. In addition there are twenty thousand 
Jewish stores, small and large, in the zone of occu- 
pation. These will be confiscated or handed over 
to Germans or Poles. The Nazis will have no 
dificulty in arranging this change since there are 
many among the Germans who are trained and 
capable of running these businesses. This change 
will also be facilitated by the social order of Ger- 
many under which no special abilities or exper- 
ience are needed. Neither the manufacturer nor 
the merchant buys or sells in an open market. 
Both are mere servants of the government, mech- 
anical cogs in the economic machine, in the Nazi 
as well as in the Soviet regime. 

Hitler will be confronted with greater difficul- 
ties where the petty merchants and artisans are 
concerned. There are over 100,000 of these and 
in some localities they account for 80-85% of the 
commercial class. In the clothing trade and simi- 
lar fields they even exceed this percentage. It will 
be impossible to set up a new distributing appara- 
tus within a few weeks to replace the Jews even 
with the aid of the simplified ration card system. 
But the “Aryanization” of the large concerns will 
be of help and German efficient organization may 
achieve within a few months that which cannot be 
accomplished in a few weeks. 


In the region acquired by the Germans there 
also live over 150 thousand Jewish artisans. 
These seldom employ more than one hired worker 
and mostly depend upon the members of their own 
families for labor power. Altogether this group 
accounts for about 150 thousand hired workers. 
In such trades as cap making and garment produc- 
tion these artisans manufacture over 90% of the 
total output. In other trades they are represented 
to the extent of 75%. It is obvious that the Nazis 
will not want to stop this productive force unless 
shortage of raw materials will compel them to do 
so. ‘‘Aryanization” of these trades is also a com- 
plicated and difficult matter since training and ex- 
perience not easily acquired within a short time are 
needed to engage in them. It is therefore likely 
that if raw materials will be available these people 
will continue to enjoy a measure of employment. 

Members of the liberal professions: will be 
faced with immediate starvation. Those engaged 
in medicine may escape this fate for the moment 
through being mobilized for war service but for 
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about twenty thousand families (50 thousand 
people) of engineers, lawyers and teachers noth- 
ing else seems to be in store. Of the university 


professors there were only 36 Jews among fifteen 
hundred Poles. 


Iil. 


We can now consider those areas which will 
probably remain under Soviet rule irrespective of 
the outcome of the war. The Ukrainian part will 
have a population of 9 million of which 10% are 
Jews. The White Russian part with 4.5 million 
inhabitants contains about 425 thousand Jews, or 
9.4% of the total. 

If we assume that the regions taken from Po- 
land will be merged with the neighboring Soviet 
republics (and the Soviet government will no 
doubt rapidly do so), then it is highly interesting 
to analyze the changes which these new regions 
will introduce into the composition of the Jewish 
population heretofore residing in the correspond- 
ing Soviet republics. 


According to the census of 1926 Soviet Ukraine 
contained: 1,574,000 Jews, or 5.4% of the total 
population. There are no more than this number 
today since, during the past years, a considerable 
emigration was directed toward the central prov- 
inces of Russia that accounted at least for the nat- 
ural increase. During the same years the non- 
Jewish population noted a large natural increase 
and hardly any emigration so that the percentage 
of Jews’in Soviet Ukraine is today not more than 
5% and probably even less than that. With the 
newly annexed areas, Soviet Ukraine will contain 
about 2.5 million Jews who will constitute 6% of 
the population. 

In Soviet White Russia there were 407 thousand 
Jews accounting for 8.2% of the total. The emig- 
ration from this region to central Russia was even 
greater during recent years than it was from the 
Ukraine so that only about 400,000 now re- 
main. With the addition of those in the annexed 
area, there will now be about 825 thousand Jews 
in White Russia, or nearly 9% of the population. 

It is important to know the absolute number of 
Jews in any country, but it is even more important 
to know their percentual relationship to the other 
inhabitants since on the basis of this relative 
strength we can determine their economic role and 
their chances for retaining and developing their 
national forms of life. Since Jews are largely ur- 
ban, our interest centers primarily on their propor- 
tion in the cities. 

According to the census of 1926, Ukrainian 
Jews made up 22.7% of the urban population. 
But the migration of Ukrainians to the cities dur- 
ing the past 13 years was so great that the Jews 
are now about 20% of the urban communities. In 
the Polish districts now joined to the Ukraine the 
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Jews made up 26.2% in the cities according to the 
census of 1931. We will therefore be as nearly 
accurate as possible if we conclude that in the new 
enlarged Ukraine Jews will account for a maxi- 
mum of 25% of the urban population. 


The percentage of the Jews both in the Soviet 
and in the Polish districts of White Russia is 
considerably higher amounting to 40.1% in the 
former and 37.8% in the latter (according to the 
censuses of 1926 and 1931 respectively). Since 
the percentage in Soviet White Russia decreased 
in recent years we may assume that the proportion 
of the Jews in the cities of enlarged White Russia 
will now be between 36 and 37 percent. 


The above figures are true if all the cities in the 
regions mentioned are considered. But the Jews 
are largely concentrated in the large economic and 
cultural centers. (The two are mostly identical. ) 
We can therefore get a true picture of the Jewish 
proportion of the urban population if we examine 
a list of the larger communities containing more 
than 10,000 Jews each. This will give us a better 
insight into the compactness of the Jewish settle- 
ment, a very important factor from the standpoint 
of the survival of national forms of life, particu- 
larly in Soviet Russia, where the rights of the lan- 
guages of the national minorities are dependent on 
their percentage in the total population. 


Cities with over 10,000 Jews in the Ukraine. 
1. Soviet Ukraine (census of 1926) 


No. of % of 

City Jews total 
Odessa 153,243 36.4 
Kieff 140,256 27.3 
Kharkoff 81,128 19.0 
Dniepropetrovsk 62,073 26.6 

( Yekaterinoslav) 

Berditcheff 30,812 55.6 
Zhitomir 30,001 38.1 
Krementchug 28,969 49.2 
Uman 22,179 49.5 
Vinitsa 21,812 37.3 
Nicolaieff 21,786 20.8 
Poltawa 18,476 20.1 
Zinovievsk 18,358 27.6 
Belo Tzerkoft 15,624 36.4 
Kherson 14,837 25.2 
Proskuroff 13,408 41.9 
Kamenetz 12,774 29.9 
Stalin 11,342 10.7 
Zaporozhie 11,319 20.3 
Tcherkass 10,886 28.2 
Tchernigoff 10,007 30.1 
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2. Polish Ukraine (census of 1931) 


No. of % of 

City Jews total 
Lemberg 99,595 31.9 
Stanislavoff 24,823 41.4 
Rowno 22,737 56.0 
Lutsk 17,366 48.9 
Przemysl 17,326 34.0 
Kolomeja 14,332 42.4 
Tarnopol 13,999 39.3 
Drobitsch 12,931 40.1 
Kowel 12,842 46.4 
Boryslaw 11,996 28.9 
Stry 10,869 35.7 
Ludomir 10,665 43.4 


The above figures reveal a significant situation. 
First it becomes obvious that 46.3% of the Uk- 
rainian Jewish inhabitants were concentrated in 
communities of ten thousand or over in 1926, and 
these were located in the most important cities. 
Furthermore, in fifteen of the twenty cities con- 
sidered the Jews accounted for more than a quar- 
ter of the population. This is such a percentage 
as not to be easily lost in the general population, 
particularly when we remember that the other in- 
habitants were divided among two, and sometimes 
even three, different nationalities (Russians, Uk- 
rainians and Poles). 


Although the percentage of the Jews dropped 
somewhat in recent years, the general picture has 
not changed appreciably and we should bear in 
mind that their absolute number has increased as a 
consequence of a large migration from the smaller 
to the larger cities. Whatever was lost by way of 
a drop in the proportion to the total population 
was compensated for by compactness until today 
about 57% of all Jews in Soviet Ukraine live in 
communities of more than ten thousand. 


The concentration in the Polish Ukraine was 
somewhat smaller but even here there are 12 cities 
with over ten thousand Jews accounting for 29.9% 
of the total Jewish population. In the enlarged 
Ukraine there will be 32 such cities with a total of 
about 1.25 million Jews. This compactness will 
tend to hinder the influences working for assimila- 
tion although Soviet conditions are such that we 
cannot apply to them conclusions arrived at in 
other regions. But it becomes obvious that the 
Yiddish language and schools will survive for a 
longer period when there is such a degree of 
concentration. 

The position of the Jewish urban population in 
White Russia is illustrated by the following 
figures : 
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Cities with over 10,000 Jews. 
1. Soviet White Russia (census of 1926) 


No. of % of 
City Jews total 
Minsk 53,686 40.8 
Homel 37,745 43.7 
Vitebsk 37,013 37.5 
Bobruisk 21,558 42.0 
Mohilev 17,105 34.1 
2. Polish White Russia (census of 1931) 
No. of % of 
City Jews total 
Wilno 55,006 28.2 
Bialistok 39,165 43.0 
Brest-Litovsk 21,440 44.3 
Grodno 21,159 42.6 
Pinsk 20,220 63.4 


In the five Soviet cities there live 167,000 Jews, 
or 42% of the White Russian Jewish community. 
In the Polish cities there are about 157,000 Jews, 
or 37%. In the new White Russia there will be ten 


Palestine Under A 


I. 
HE ECONOMIC situation of Palestine, even 


more than its political position, is vitally de- 
pendent at this time on the role that Italy will play 
in the present war, whether it will align itself with 
England and France or it will cast its lot with 
its axis partner, Germany. Palestinian economy is 
still dependent on open commercial lanes through 
the Mediterranean and it would be idle to pro- 
phesy at this moment whether these sea routes will 
remain open and for how long. We will there- 
fore attempt to examine to what extent Palestine 
has been affected during the first weeks of the con- 
flict and the dangers which threaten it from a pro- 
longed war. In order to arrive at a correct estim- 
ate of the situation we must analyze Palestinian 
economy from two points of view: (1) Which 
economic activities are the mainstay of Palestine 
and the extent to which they will be affected by 
war, and (2) To what extent does Palestine de- 
pend on the export and import of agricultural 
products. 

According to the figures of the Economic Re- 
search Institute of the Jewish Agency, the Jewish 
community in Palestine derives its livelihood in 
the following economic groupings: 

Agriculture _ ........... 30,000 families 
Manufacturing .. 30,000 ” 
Building trades .. 5,000 ” 
Public Works and 


Defense ............... 


15,000” 


(approximate ) 
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cities with Jewish communities of over ten thou- 
sand accounting for 40% of the total number of 
Jews. Again we are faced with a high degree of 
concentration. The national spirit is even stronger 
among the Jews in White Russia than it is in the 
Ukraine. The addition of such densely settled 
centers as Wilno and Pinsk will no doubt have a 
strong influence. 

The differences in national vitality among dif- 
ferent sections of Jewry may be seen from their 
attitude toward Yiddish and Hebrew. In 1926, 
75.9% of the Jews in the Soviet Ukraine and 
89.8% of those in Soviet White Russia listed Yid- 
dish as their mother tongue. A similar difference 
was noted on the Polish side of the border where 
97% of the Jews in White Russia listed Yiddish 
or Hebrew as their mother tongue while in Polish 
Ukraine only 68% did so. The Jewish commu- 
nities in Lithuania and White Russia are least as- 
similated and possess the most vital national con- 
sciousness. 


War Economy 


® by Abraham Dickenstein 


Transportation and 

ee 5,000 ” ™ 
Professions  .......... 20,000 ” 
Commerce and non- 


Productive element ......... 35,000-40,000 families 


We can now consider how each of the above 
groups will be affected by the war and what can be 
done to prevent any branch of the economic life of 
the country from suffering greatly as a result of it. 

The most important branch of Palestinian agri- 
culture is citrus growing. Mixed farming occupies 
second place. Orange growing depends entirely 
on export and Palestine itself consumes none of 
the crop that is suitable for export. (Home con- 
sumption of oranges is limited almost entirely to 
culled fruit that is found unfit for shipment over 
long distances.) Orange growing is also of great 
importance in the economic life of Palestinian 
Jews in that it has greatly expanded during recent 
years when all the groves planted during the pros- 
perity period in the early part of this decade had 
begun to bear fruit. The tremendous growth of 
orange production is amply illustrated in the fol- 
lowing figures of recent harvests: 


Season of 1936-7 ............ 10,800,000 cases exported 
9 998 FB cnc 11,400,000 ” 
' 1938-9 ............ 15,100,000 - 


Of the total exported during the season of 
1938-9, over ten million cases were grown in Jew- 
ish groves. 
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questions: (1) Will it be possible to transport the 
fruit abroad? (2) Will foreign markets be cap- 
able of absorbing it during a period of war? (3) 
What prices will the fruit command on the foreign 
market? If Italy remains neutral or joins the war 
on the side of the allies, it will be possible to trans- 
port the fruit to British and Scandinavian mar- 
kets. While the demand of the civilian population 
may be somewhat lower than heretofore, this de- 
crease is likely to be offset by increased purchases 
on the part of the governments for the army. 
Prices may also be expected to drop but this would 
not be of decisive importance as long as markets 
can be reached. The problem thus resolves itself 
to the question whether the Mediterranean will re- 
main free of hostilities during the export season of 
this year. 


It is also clear that under no circumstances can 
work in the orange groves cease altogether. Un- 
like a factory, a grove cannot be closed down tem- 
porarily. It requires a certain amount of care in 
the way of irrigation and fertilization or the trees 
will die causing a loss of an investment of tens of 
millions of dollars. I am convinced that we will 
find the necessary credits to prevent the destruc- 
tion of this branch of agriculture which is of such 
vital importance to Palestine. During the first 
world war we had only a few thousand dunam of 
groves, whose cultivation continued with the aid 
of credits obtained in America. At that time the 
situation was much worse than it is now since Eng- 
land then fought against Palestine which belonged 
to Turkey. Nevertheless, it is necessary to bear 
in mind that, should exports cease as a result of 
Italian participation in the war against England, 
cultivation of the groves will be reduced to the ab- 
solute minimum and a part of the workers now 
employed will find themselves jobless. In the case 
of war in the Mediterranean we can thus save the 
Palestine orange growing industry only if we ob- 
tain the necessary credits to be repaid over a 
period of years after the war. 


The second branch of Jewish agriculture in Pal- 
estine—mixed farming—which provides such es- 
sential foods as dairy products, vegetables, grain, 
eggs, meat—has grown considerably during the 
past three years of Arab terrorism and boycott. 
Under conditions of war, this type of farming will 
have to be encouraged still further. 

The remarkable .growth of mixed farming 
among Palestinian Jews is depicted in the follow- 
ing tables: 


Year No. of cows Milk yield 
Bc aisniccihaniasiall Se 20,000,000 ats. 
a kitsicasaiiniicoiSts Se sicncivcnnncdl 34,000,000 gts. 
No. of hens Egg production 
ST _ 32,000,000 
SD laiilcssiiiahienmapin | ne 48,000,000 





We are now confronted with three important 


Vegetable raising has a similar growth to note 
and in 1938 more than 14,000 tons were harvested 
on an area of about one thousand acres. 

This section of Palestinian economy now pro- 
vides employment for thousands of families, but 
their number will have to be doubled if the essen- 
tial foodstuffs are to be raised within the country. 
For despite considerable achievements in the past 
we still raise only a part of the food consumed, 
Extension of mixed farming will also to a large 
extent solve the problem of unemployment created 
as a result of curtailed activities in orange grow- 
ing. 

However, extension of mixed farming is also 
bound up with the questions of long term credits. 
In order to prepare one dunam for intensive culti- 
vation, about forty dollars must be invested in ir- 
rigation installation, fertilization, electric power, 
etc. Palestine now possesses a large reserve of 
iron pipes obtained as a result of the “transfer” 
arrangement under which German Jews were en- 
abled to enter the country. [Irrigation accessories 
made of concrete can be manufactured in the coun- 
try in adequate quantities. We may also reason- 
ably expect the government to allow the Palestine 
Electric Co. to keep on hand sufficient reserves of 
fuel to keep its power plants operating at capacity 
and thus provide the necessary power for irriga- 
tion. The natural water power resources of the 
Jordan, Jarmuk and other streams offer consider- 
able possibilities and assure an ample supply of 
power. With adequate credits, poultry raising 
and dairying can be likewise expanded to increase 
the food supply. To prevent a shortage of bread, 
wheat will have to be grown under irrigation on a 
larger scale than before. The experimental sta- 
tion of the Jewish Agency in Gevat has tried this 
method with brilliant results. 


Fishing, which has only recently been under- 
taken by the Jews in Palestine, has now come to 
occupy a special place as a source of food. The 
Histadruth—General Jewish Federation of Labor 
—as well as the Jewish Agency have spent consid- 
erable money and effort in this industry. We now 
have several fishing schooners operating in the 
waters off Palestine. With the aid of Nachshon, 
the labor maritime company, the workers’ settle- 
ment Gav Yam now engages in fishing in the 
waters of the Sea of Galilee. Of interest in this 
connection is the experiment of the Jewish Agency 
in damming streams and stocking them with fish. 
This experiment has proved to be successful and 
may now be applied on a considerable commercial 
scale as soon as the necessary credits are made 
available. 


So far as Palestinian agriculture is concerned 
we may thus conclude that once the problem of 
financing is solved the necessary expansion can take 
place and provide employment for the thousands 
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of additional people now coming into the country 
from the war torn areas of Europe. 


Il. 


Industrially Palestine has undergone a great de- 
yelopment in recent years due to the initiative and 
the means of the immigrants from Germany, Aus- 
tria and Czechoslovakia. No figures are available 
concerning new factories opened in 1939. The 
most recent census was taken at the beginning of 
1938*. It includes a period of five years and 
shows the following growth: 


1933 1938 % of increase 


Number of factories......3,300............ 5,600........ 65% 
Number employed 
(including owners)......19,500......30,000...... 33% 


Invested Capital £5,300,000...£11,700,000...108% 
Be ,  csiscciins S| | el | 110% 
Value of Products £5,400,000..£9,110,000 87% 


Nearly all of Palestine’s industry is based on 
local consumption. Among the few exceptions to 
this statement, we should mention the potash in- 
dustry on the shores of the Dea Sea. But since 
the potash products are valuable also for war pur- 
poses and the British government has an option on 
the entire output, a way will no doubt be found to 
export them under any circumstances. All other 
industries in Palestine have in the past suffered 
from keen competition on the part of European 
industries which were subsidized by their respec- 
tive governments and also as a result of the con- 
suming habits of the new immigrants who only 
slowly switched to the use of locally manufactured 
articles. The present war will thus directly result 
in an increased use of locally processed products 
and will also increase the market for Palestine’s 
manufactures in the neighboring countries of the 
near East, offsetting any losses resulting from dif- 
ficulties in importing some types of raw materials. 

The building trades, which suffered more than 
all others during the past three years of unrest, 
have lately noted a considerable improvement as a 
result of the relatively large influx of immigration. 
In the cities, and especially in Tel Aviv, there is a 
shortage of dwellings and rents are constantly ris- 
ing. Thousands of families are forced to live in 
tents and temporary wooden barracks. The Work- 
ers’ Bank and the Jewish Agency have been engag- 
ed in extensive activity constructing small houses 
for workers in the colonies. This work can be con- 
tinued and expanded if the necessary credits will 
be found. It is quite possible that a number of 
private entrepreneurs will stop the construction of 
large apartment houses during the first few weeks 
of the war. But if Palestine will remain outside 
the zone of hostilities, private building activity 


° h no exact industrial figures are available for 1939, it is 
hg a number of new plants have been started, some of these 
being transferred, machines and employees, from Vienna and Czechoslo- 
vakia, Some factories that closed down in 1936, such as “‘Asis,”’ re- 
opened again in 1939. 
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will also gain new impetus under the pressure of 
the growing need for housing. 

As long as these three fundamental sectors of 
Palestinian economic life (agriculture, manufac- 
turing and the building trades) will not suffer 
from unemployment, we may be Sure that the pro- 
fessional and commercial elements will also be 
provided with a livelihood. 


ITI. 


We can now arrive at some definite conclusions 
concerning the future of exports and imports 
under conditions imposed by the war. From our 


previous analysis it becomes obvious that exports 
may drop to a very low figure and thus do great 
damage to the important orange growing branch 
of agriculture, and also that this loss can be com- 
pensated for by an increase in the export of manu- 
factured articles into the nearby countries and by 
a growing demand for these articles within the 
country. It is estimated that the Jewish commu- 
nity in Palestine hitherto imported industrial prod- 
ucts to the value of seven and one half million dol- 
lars annually, which will now be spent on home 
manufactures. 


When considering imports we are primarily 
concerned with the question whether Palestine will 
be able to buy those food products that were 
heretofore bought from the outside in the follow- 
ing quantities*. 

1. 80% of the grains consumed were imported. 
Half of this was bought from Palestine Arabs; 
the other half from the neighboring countries 
and Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Jugosla- 
via. Some flour was also imported from Aus- 
tralia and America. 

2. 75% of the butter and cheese were bought 
from Australia, Poland and the Baltic coun- 
tries. Liquid milk was produced in adequate 
quantities within the country. 

3. 90% of the meat used was bought from Arabs 
in the country and from neighboring lands. 

4. 60% of the eggs were bought mainly from 
Syria and local Arabs. 

5. About 50% of the vegetables were imported. 

6. A considerable share of the potatoes used 
were brought from various European coun- 
tries. 

7. 100% of the sugar, rice, tea and coffee were 
imported. 

The Palestine Jewish community is thus con- 
fronted with a potential shortage of needed food 
products. The situation cannot be compared to 
that of the last war when famine broke out imme- 
diately after England declared a blockade in the 
Mediterranean in its war against Turkey and Pal- 


* Purchases from Arabs are included in the import figures when 
evaluating the consumption of the Jewish community. 
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estine was immediately cut off from the outside 

world. Considerable work has already been done 

to avoid food shortages. But the following mea- 
sures must be undertaken at once if our efforts are 
to be successful : 

1. Storing large reserves of food supplies while a 
number of the countries from which Palestine 
buys are still neutral. 

2. Obtaining the necessary crédits to assure the 
continued cultivation of the orange groves in 
case export of the fruit will have to be sharply 
curtailed. 
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3. Doubling the area under irrigation for raising 
vegetables, grains, hay, etc. 

4. Intensification of mixed farming to increase 
the output of poultry, eggs, meat. 

5. Expansion of cooperative and low priced hous. 
ing projects and of those industries which gain 
new markets. 

If these measures will be promptly and energet- 
ically carried out, Palestine will be in a position to 
support not only its present population but also 
the large number of people who will stream to 
it in the coming months. 


The Real German-American Bund 


O STATISTICIAN has ever added up the 
number of words written in the American 
press on Nazi activities in the United States. The 
figure would probably be astronomic. If divided 
by the number of American citizens, it would still 
be large enough to make everyone acutely aware 
of the extent of pro-Hitler propaganda in this 
country. 
_ Now, even from the purely social viewpoint, 
the President of the White Camelia does not rate 
quite as high as the chairman of the Standard Oil 
Co., nor can Fritz Kuhn himself compare with 
Henry Ford. 

Yet, the same newspapers which so readily in- 
form their readers about every meeting of the 
German American Bund, do not show any special 
anxiety to uncover the much more far-reaching 
connections between the Third ‘Reich and some 
better known Americans. 

A typical example of this co-operation may be 
found in the field of chemicals. Until 1914, the 
Germans to a large extent controlled the Amer- 
ican chemical industry. They obtained this posi- 
tion thanks to their numerous and _ priceless 
patents. During the World War, however, the 
Federal government confiscated about 4,500 Ger- 
man patents, which were sold later on to the 
Chemical Foundation, an organization strongly 
influenced by the DuPont, Mellon, and Rocke- 
feller interests. 

The supremacy of the Germans had seemingly 
come to an end. The situation did not change 
until 1925, when the I. G. Farbenindustrie, one of 
the world’s largest chemical trusts, was founded. 
With its 800,000,000 marks capital, its absorption 
of its Jewish competitors, the I. G. Farben, thanks 
to Hitler, now controls 94% of the Reich’s chem- 
ical industry. 

On April 26, 1929, I. G. Farben launched an 
oversea subsidiary, the American I. G. Chemical 





® by Vladimir Pozner 


Corporation, incorporated in the State of Dela. 
ware. Its president is Hermann Schmitz, who is 
also chairman of the I. G. Farben’s board of 
directors. It is jointly administered by represent- 
atives of the parent company and the latter’s Swiss 
branch, the I. G. Chemie of Basel. Only three 
Americans have seats on the board of directors, 
but they have been well chosen. They are Walter 
C. Teagle, chairman of the Standard Oil Co. of 
N. J., Edsel Ford, and Charles E. Mitchel, for- 
mer chairman of the Morgan-controlled National 
City Bank and present chairman of Anaconda 
Copper. 

The American I. G. Chemical is capitalized at 
no more than $3,000,000. Remarkably, its 1938 
balance sheet revealed net earnings of $4,100,000. 
During the same year, its American branches, with 
an estimated value of $27,000,000, earned 
$5,730,000. In addition, the corporation owns 
industrial shares for $28,700,000. 

Since its foundation, the American I. G. Chem- 
ical has used two methods in steadily extending its 
influence. On one hand, it directly controls com- 
panies exploiting some of its patents, and on the 
other, it exchanges the patents for stock in other- 
wise American companies. 

Today, it owns the General Aniline Works and 
the Agfa-Ansco Corporation. The former has its 
factories at Albany, N. Y., and Linden, N. J. It 
also holds shares in the following American com- 
panies: 


Standard Oil Co. of N. J. 446,222 shares 


Sterling Products Co. 52,830 ” 
United Drug 31,904 ” 
Mission Corporation 23,798 ” 
Bristol Myen i30: 
Vick Chemical 6592.” 
Eastman Kodak 10,000 ” 
Life Savers Tere.” 
Aluminum Co. of America iy al 
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It has some stake in the Magnesium Develop- 
ment Co., the National Lead Co., and the Penn- 
sylvania Manufacturing Co. The last makes 
chemicals for armament purposes, under the tech- 
nical control of the German trust. 

As a result, the American I. G. Chemical, along 
with the DuPonts, is the strongest factor in the 
production of dye-stuffs, pharmaceutical goods 
and photographic supplies. 

The story of the 446,222 Standard Oil shares 
held by the Delaware subsidiary of the I. G. Far- 
ben, shows how the latter has extended its influ- 
ence in the United States. These stocks were 
given to it, following a deal made, on November 
23, 1929, by I. G. Farben and the Standard Oil 
Co. of N. J. The agreement aimed at the ex- 
change and exploitation of patents on the coal and 
tar-hydrogenation processes. A new company was 
formed, the Standard I. G. Co. of Delaware, 
which received the exclusive right to use the Ger- 
man patents throughout the world, except in Ger- 
many. In the United States, the Standard I. G. 
operates a subsidiary, the Hydro-Patents Co., 
which employs the hydrogenation process at its 
three factories. 

The Standard Oil of N. J. holds the majority 
of shares of the Standard I. G., while the technical 
direction is left in the hands of the I. G. Farben. 
The board of directors of this German American 
trust includes, among others, Walter Duisberg 
and Otto von Schrenk, of I. G. Farben, and E. M. 
Clark, H. E. Eames, R. P. Reser, and H. G. 
Seidel, of Standard Oil and its subsidiaries. 


The co-operation between the two trusts ex- 
tends abroad. A holding company was founded in 
1931 to administer the patents of I. G. Farben 
throughout the world, with the exception of the 
United States and Germany. Called the Inter- 
national Hydrogenation Patents Co., and incor- 
porated in the principality of Liechtenstein, it is 
jointly owned by I. G. Farben, Standard Oil, 


Royal Dutch, and Imperial Chemical Industries, a_ 


perfect example of an economic Four Power Pact. 

American oil magnates do not limit themselves 
to acquiring German patents. Since 1933, the 
Third Reich has been steadily increasing its oil im- 
ports, and the United States is now its second larg- 
est source of supply. American oil companies 
have sold to Germany 1,000,755 tons in 1937, and 
1,183,396 tons in 1938, i. e. respectively 23.2 and 
23.9% of the total German imports. 

In the Third Reich itself, Standard Oil owns a 
subsidiary, the Deutsch-Amerikanische Petroleum 
Gesellschaft, of Hamburg, with numerous 
branches all through Germany and a refinery at 
Bremen. This company operates 18,000 out of 


Germany’s 56,000 filling stations, and thus con- 
trols 32.75% of the total gas distribution in the 
Reich. 
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The Socony Vacuum, a Standard Oil subsidiary, 
controls four more German companies, one in 
Hamburg, one in Munich, and two in Vienna. 

Another American company in Hamburg is the 
Europaeische Tanklager und Transport A. G. In 
1936, William R. Davis, president of the Foreign 
Oil Co. of Boston, signed an agreement with the 
First National Bank of the same city, controlled 
by Lee, Higginson & Co., and Morgan. He was 
given a loan consisting of blocked marks. With 
this money, Mr. Davis built at Finkenwaerder, 
near Hamburg, a refinery, where oil imported 
from the United States is cracked and sold in Ger- 
many and Scandinavian countries. The capital of 
the Europaeische Tanklager und Transport A. G. 
is entirely owned by the Crusader Petroleum In- 
dustries, Ltd., one of Mr. Davis’ companies. The 
latter is also on the board of the Parent Petroleum 
Interests, Ltd., which operates refineries in Mex- 
ico. The oil agreement concluded at the end of 
1938 between Mexico and the Third Reich was 
signed by the Mexican minister of Finance Suarez 
and a representative of William R. Davis. 

The presence of Edsel Ford on the board of 
directors: of the American A. G. Chemical may 
seem somewhat surprising. It is nothing of the 
sort, because the I. G. Farben holds 15% of the 
stocks of the Ford Motor Co. A. G., at Koeln- 
Niehl, Germany. This subsidiary, founded by 
Ford in 1929, is only an assembling plant. At the 
last stockholders’ meeting, it was announced that a 
new factory was soon going to be built in Berlin, 
expressly to satisfy very substantial military 
orders. Besides, the New Company of Popular 
Cars, launched by the Nazi organization Kraft 
durch Freude, will be placed under the technical 
direction of the Ford Co. 

The board of directors of the Koeln Ford Co. 
includes among others, Edsel Ford, C. E. Soren- 
sen, Ford’s representative abroad, and Carl Bosch, 
vice-chairman of I. G. Farben and a director of 
Krupp. 

The General Motors Co. is also interested in 
the automobile industry of the Third Reich. It 
owns about 80% of the capital of Adam Opel 
A. G., of Ruesselsheim, which is the largest Ger- 
man small cars manufacturer. It produced 130,- 
267 cars in 1937, and 140,580, in 1938, an in- 
crease of 7.8%. Its net earnings amounted in 
1938 to 20,400,000 marks compared with 11,400,- 
000 in 1937, a 79% increase, due mostly to the 
rearmament program. 

When the Nazis carried through the “Aryan- 
ization” of German business, those of Opel’s 
American directors who were of Jewish origin had 
to resign. They were promptly replaced by 
American ‘“‘Aryans’’. 

Electricity is another field in which German and 
American capital co-operate. Since the beginning 
of the century, General Electric has established 
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close relations with its German equivalent, the All- 
gemeine Elektrizitaets Gesellschaft (AEG). To- 
day, it controls 30% of the assets of the German 
trust, and the AEG’s board of directors unites 
some of the biggest financiers and industrialists of 
both countries. General Electric is represented by 
Herbert B. Peirce, Gerard Swope and Owen D. 
Young; the International General Electric, by Ar- 
thur Baldwin and Clark H. Minor. On the Ger- 
man side, we find Hermann Buecher and E. Loe- 
der, of Krupp, Friedrich Flick, of the Steel Trust, 
Wilhelm Zangen, chairman of the Mannesmann 
trust, Karl Kimmich, of the Deutsche Bank, Carl 
Goetz, chairman of the Dresdner Bank, H. Welt- 
zien, of the Berliner Handelsgesellschaft, etc. 
These corporations and banking houses happen to 
be those who profited most by Nazi measures in 
favor of big business and by the “Aryanization” 
of Jewish firms. 

General Electric is also interested in Siemens, 
the largest German trust manufacturing electrical 
equipment of high and low tension. The former 
gave $10,000,000 as a loan to Siemens, which will 
not have to be repaid before a thousand years. 
The world monopoly of beryllium is jointly held 
by Siemens and the Metal and Thermit Corpora- 
tion, of New York, which, according to some 
sources, is but a Siemens’ subsidiary. 

Siemens, AEG and International Telephone & 
Telegraph co-operate, technically as well as finan- 
cially, in numerous enterprises: Osram electric 
bulbs, Lorenz telephone equipment, Klang Film 
cinema equipment, etc. 

Finally, Siemens controls, jointly with the I. G. 
Farben and a few other trusts, the Metallgesell- 
schaft, which enjoys a practical monopoly in the 
German iron trade. This company was one of the 
leading factors behind the Franco rebellion in 
Spain. It holds stocks in several American cor- 
porations, for example, the Ore & Chemical and 
the Pembroke Chemical. 

Through the Metallgesellschaft and a few 
smaller companies, the United States is selling 
Germany ever increasing quantities of metals in- 
dispensable for armament. ‘Thus, Germany has 
bought from the United States 75,070,000 Ibs. of 
copper in 1937, and 148,666,000 lbs. in 1938, a 
98% increase. The sale of scrap iron for the 
same two years amounted respectively to 88,153 
and 230,903 tons, a 161% increase. 

The corporations listed above all belong to 
heavy industry. The same co-operation exists in 
the light ones. I shall quote only two examples. 

The German artificial silk trust, Bemberg-Ver- 
einigte Glanzstoff-Fabriken R. G., has an Amer- 
ican subsidiary, known as the American Bemberg 
Corp., with factories in Tennessee. B.C. Dunlop 
sits on its board of directors, with Kurt Frowein, 
a representative of the parent house, E. G. von 
Stauss, of the Deutsche Bank, W. Springorum, of 
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the same bank, and of the Hoesch mining trust, 
etc. 

F. W. Woolworth Co. owns in Germany a 
chain of 82 stores, which the Nazis used to as. 
sail violently before they seized power. The net 
earnings of Woolworth in the Third Reich 
amounted to $1,990,000 in 1938, compared with 
$1,750,000 the year before. 

Thus, Morgan, Rockefeller, Ford, etc., are 
closely connected with I. G. Farben, AEG, Krupp, 
Siemens, Mannesmann, Thyssen and all the big 
German banks. 

It is perfectly understandable that American 
financiers should collaborate with German finan- 
ciers, just as they collaborate with the French or 
the English. But nowhere in the world is big busi- 
ness as strongly integrated with the government 
machinery as in the Third Reich; nowhere do the 
biggest capitalists so obviously rule their country 
as they do under, or rather through, Hitler. 

Hermann Schmitz, Walter C. Teagle’s col- 
league on the American I. G. Chemical’s board of 
directors, is not only the chairman of I. G. Far- 
ben. He is also the representative of Nazi Ger- 
many on the board of the Bank of International 
Settlements. The men who govern the AEG to- 
gether with Gerard Swope and Owen D. Young 
are more than private industrialists. The Nazis 
have made Wilhelm Zangen the supreme chief of 
the Reich’s industry. Gunter Quandt happens to 
be the first husband of Martha Goebbels, the wife 
of the Propaganda Minister. Herman Buecher 
is a member of the Akademie fuer Deutsches 
Recht; he serves, with another AEG director, 
Carl Goetz, and Krupp’s brother-in-law von Wil- 
mowsky, on the board of the Deutsch-Suedameri- 
kanische Bank, which financed the 1938 Nazi coup 
in Brazil. Krupp, Siemens, Thyssen, Voegler, 
Flick, all belong to the innermost circle of the 
Third Reich, to the caste which put Hitler in 
power and still is most interested in keeping him 
there. 

Pro-Hitler propaganda in the United States is 
dangerous, but how can a mere Gestapo agent who 
never comes near a high Nazi dignitary compare 
with men who work had in hand with the actual 
rulers of the Third Reich, and share in the same 
sources of profit? 

Between 1934 and 1937, the average yearly 
wages of Opel’s workers went down by 5.8%; in 
1938, Opel’s net earnings went up by 79%. Who 
profited by these “improvements”? The German 
stockholders to the extent of only one-fifth, and 
General Motors for the rest. If I. G. Farben net 
earnings for 1937/38 amounted to 55,100,000 
marks, a 14.5% increase over the previous year, 
its American partner, Standard Oil, must be 
pleased, and it is unlikely to protest against the 
fact that, from 1930 to 1936, the average yearly 
wages of the 200,000 I. G. Farben workers drop- 
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ped 13.7%. If Hitler should reduce or stop his 
war preparations, where would his American fur- 
nishers sell some of their oil and scrap iron? 
American and German capitalists co-operate to- 
day in most of the basic industries. The former 
profit by the war preparations and anti-labor pol- 
icy of the Third Reich, and in many cases supply 
Hitler with materials, without which no war is 


Pioneer Women 


en ORGANIZATIONS of all types 
have had a hard time in graduating from 
the status of the ‘Ladies Auxiliary”. Some pro- 
gress has been achieved but the battle is by no 
means won. The attitude of men towards wo- 
men’s political groups is still frequently contempt- 
uous—the dames, heaven help us!—or, at best, 
patronizing—the Ladies, God bless them! When 
despite the scowl or the good-humored pat on the 
back, the ladies show their mettle and proceed to 
do a piece of organizational work which cannot 
be smiled away, the masculine comrades are eager 
enough to accept the fruits of the labor; however, 
they show no similar enthusiasm in welcoming wo- 
men to their councils on equal terms. Let the 
ladies hold teas and pass resolutions of approba- 
tion; let them send checks but check their opinions. 
The best women’s party is the bridge party, with 
the proceeds going to the cause—whatever that 
might be. This may be a crude formulation of a 
common male viewpoint but it has more than a 
kernel of truth in it. 

No better is the attitude of many women them- 
selves. A good number regards distinctively fem- 
inine organization as the diversion of bored 
housewives or restless spinsters. Rightly or wrong- 
ly, the average woman will accord more respect 
to a pronouncement made by Mr. Brown, chair- 
man of some worthy group, than to identical 
words of wisdom uttered by Mrs. Brown, head of 
the female equivalent of his particular association. 
Women, on the whole, lack confidence in the po- 
litical judgment of their own sex, and this lack 
has militated against the adequate development of 
women’s organizations. 

Curiously enough, one of the few places where 
women have managed to reach political maturity 
in groups, and as individuals, has been in the labor 
movement in Palestine. Even there the victory did 
not come lightly. It was the result of several 
decades of participation in every aspect of pioneer- 
ing in Palestine. A whole generation of women 
have grown up in Palestine who insisted on their 
right to share in every physical hazard, and to be 
consulted in every political dilemma evolving 
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possible. The latter, in turn, make substantial 
profits in the United States, and so provide the 
Nazis with the longed-for currency which enables 
them to speed up the production of armaments. 

Meanwhile, the Brown press daily abuses 
American “judaized” capital, and most American 
big business heartily supports the Neutrality Act 
—‘‘to keep the country out of war.” 


® by Marie Syrkin 


out of the reclamation of Palestine. It is only 
natural, consequently, that in Palestine women 
play a part commensurate to their individual in- 
telligence and capacities. In proportion to the size 
of the Jewish population, more women have posi- 
tions of political responsibility than probably any- 
where else in the world. In the workers’ councils, 
which have to face the gravest problems of na- 
tional reconstruction, women are not humored; 
they are reckoned with. 

The Pioneer Women’s Organization of Amer- 
ica is the ideological counterpart of the women 
worker’s movement in Palestine. It may be called 
the American agency of the Moatzath Hapoaloth 
(the Workingwomen’s Council). For fifteen 
years, since its inception in 1924, the Pioneer Wo- 
men’s Organization has been actively engaged in 
disseminating the labor Zionist viewpoint among 
the women of the United States and Canada. Its 
specific function has been the raising of funds to 
carry out the complicated tasks involved in the 
adjustment of the newly arrived working-women 
to their life in Palestine. The founding of agri- 
cultural training farms for girls where they receive 
a two year course in domestic science and agricul- 
ture, the maintenance of nursery schools for the 
children of working mothers, the establishment 
of co-operative kitchens and laundries, have been 
among the chief enterprises of the Pioneer Wo- 
men. The nature of these activities is the best 
indication of what the Pioneer Women’s organiza- 
tion stands for, and wherein it differs from other 
women’s Zionist groups. 

In each case, the activity is one which releases 
women from their traditional, circumscribed role 
as workers and enables them to extend the sphere 
of their occupations. The co-operative laundry 
frees women from hours of back-breaking toil 
through sensible planning. The nursery assures 
the woman worker that her children will receive 
intelligent care. The agricultural training farm 
adds an impressive series of new branches to the 
customary vocations of women. In this connection 
it must be remembered that this effort to widen 
the range of women’s work does not proceed 
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primarily from a “feminist” desire for what used 
to be called ‘‘emancipation.’”” Women have lost 
many illusions on that score. They have learned 
that, viewed merely from the standpoint of the 
old-time suffragette, the charms of women’s 
“emancipation” have been considerably over-rat- 
ed. Running a typewriter in addition to running a 
house is a two-edged blessing. What animated 
_the women pioneers of Palestine was not a formal 
feminism, but the realization that if women were 
to do their full share of the immense task of 
building a new country and a new society they had 
to be in a position to do more than wash the 
dishes and look after the men. There was too 
much work of all types, and too few dishes. Just 
as the kvutzah, the collective form of living, was 
found to be not only an ideal but the most prac- 
tical economical method of settling and cultivat- 
ing the land under the particular difficulties obtain- 
ing in Palestine, so the “emancipated” woman be- 
came necessary not only for the advantage accru- 
ing to herself as an individual, but for her 
increased worth as a factor in the realization of 
Zionism. A girl who is trained in bee-culture, 
dairying or re-forestation is a greater national 
asset then one who can only do housework or work 
in a factory. Furthermore, through her ability to 
participate effectively in the manifold work of the 
agricultural commune she contributes practically 
to the realization of a co-operative society. Rachel 
Yanait, a Palestinian labor leader, one of the 
pioneers in the establishment of the girl’s training 
farms has written of her agricultural training 
farm: “True, the Meshek is a training farm, but 
it must not be regarded as an institution where 
women come merely to learn a trade. It is not 
a trade, it is a sort of personal destiny we teach... 
The woman learns to educate herself and to 
awaken from within a deep and permanent rela- 
tionship to the soil.” 


In the same way, the fact that the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization has chosen the establish- 
ment of girls’ training farms as one of its chief 
activities is no accident. It springs from~a pro- 
found appreciation of the national role of the 
labor movement. Other women’s Zionist groups 
are doing constructive work; the magnificent rec- 
ord of Hadassah is too well known to require 
comment. Even outside of Hadassah, there are 
smaller groups which are contributing valiantly 
to the reconstruction of Palestine, but the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization is unique in its emphasis 
on the political orientation of its members as ex- 
pressed in its affiliation with the Socialist Zionist 
movement. 


No less important is the Pioneer Women’s 
American program. Perhaps at no time has the 
need for a constructive “Welt-anschauung” been 


as pressing as it is today. In the chaos of modern 
events, Jews in particular run the danger of being 
psychically destroyed, even when, as in the United 
States, their physical well-being seems for the 
present assured. Every Jewish woman has a 
special responsibility today. As a mother, as a 
guardian of youth, she is inevitably more aware 
than any one else of the menace to the psychic 
equilibrium of her children presented by the spread 
of a virulent anti-Semitism. The Jewish boy and 
girl is faced at every step by a barrage of hate and 
accusation which he cannot ignore. The obsceni- 
ties of Coughlin, Pelley and their crew penetrate 
to every corner of the United States. ‘We know 
that many adults have not the nervous stamina 
nor resilience to withstand the unflagging battery 
of lies and libels hurled at them. How much more 
difficult is the position of a sensitive adolescent 
particularly today when orthodox Judaism is no 
longer the bulwark it was in previous eras of per- 
secution? A constant attitude of self-defense is 
not enough to give our youth assurance. It is not 
enough to expose the same falsehood for the 
thousandth time. Youth requires more positive 
values if it is to retain self-respect and psychic 
health-values which can only be gleaned from an 
understanding of the past and present, and froma 
creative vision of the future. The concrete picture 
of workers ploughing on Palestinian field is more 
reassuring to a boy who has heard that all Jews 
are parasites than the finest academic article on 
the subject. For this reason, the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization emphasizes its participation in the 
progressive social movements of our time. To 
quote from its program: 


Not only in Palestine, but in America also the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization desires to create a life based on 
better understanding and social economic equality. For 
that purpose it has accepted the Socialist-Zionist ideology 
which aims at the productivization of the Jewish masses 
and shares with other progressive forces in the American 
community the ambition to establish a better society. 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization is an active pat- 
ticipant in the fight against Nazism and Fascism. By means 
of the ballot, as well as through moral and material as- 
sistance, it desires to aid labor in its maintenance of a 
decent standard of living and working conditions. It 
concerns itself with social legislation and is interested in 
the rapidly growing cooperative undertakings in America. 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization encourages all ac- 
tivities which lead to the development of a Jewish life 
and has a positive attitude and interest in all programs 
which lead to the establishment of a productive Jewish 
economic life in America. 


Its cultural program embraces all phases of Jewish 
education. It encourages and supports Folk Schools for 
children, is stimulates the spread of Jewish culture by the 
study of Jewish History and folk-iore, Hebrew and Yid- 
dish literature, Jewish music, art, etc. It encourages the 
study of its ideology as well as literature dealing with 
social and labor problems. 
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Though numerically not large, the Pioneer Wo- 
men’s Organization is fulfilling a unique function 
in American Jewish life. In the course of these past 
fifteen years, their contribution has far exceeded 
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the over half a million dollars they have sent to 
Palestine. They represent one. of the most pro- 
gressive and politically informed elements among 
the Jewish women in America. 


bOOKS 


"SPIRITUALLY WE ARE SEMITES" 


A CHRISTIAN LOOKS AT THE JEWISH QUESTION. 
By Jacques Maritain. Longmans, Green and Co. $1.00. 


“‘CAPIRITUALLY WE are Semites.’ No stronger word 

has been spoken by a Christian against anti-Semit- 
im, and this Christian is the successor of the apostle 
Peter.” 

But Jacques Maritain, French philosopher, is also a 
writer of strong words in this short book of ninety pages 
dealing with what he considers the foremost problem of 
the day. 

“From a cultural and social viewpoint,” he writes, 
“racism degrades and humiliates to an unimaginable degree 
reason, thought, science and art, which are thenceforth 
subordinated to flesh and blood and divested of their 
natural ‘catholicity.’ It brings to men, among all the 
modes of barbarism which threaten them today, a mode 
in itself the most inhuman and the most desperate of all. 
For . . . it rivets them to biological categories and fatali- 
ties from which no exercise of their freedom will enable 
them to escape.” 

Maritain points out that all Christians ‘‘are converts to 
the God of Israel who is the true God, to the Father whom 
Israel recognizes.” 

And to give the complete statement of Pius XI, when 
he commented upon the words of the Canon of the 
Mass, ‘“‘sacrificism Patriarchae nostri Abrahae’’,—‘‘Notice 
that Abraham is called our patriarch, our ancestor. Anti- 
Semitism is incompatible with the thought and sublime 
reality expressed in this text. It is a movement in which 
we Christians can have no part whatsoever . . . Anti- 
Semitism is unacceptable. Spiritually we are Semites.” 

In a letter written recently to the Chancery office in 
New York, signed by a group of Catholics and non- 
Catholics, it is asked that Archbishop Spellman. publicly 
disassociate Catholicism from the Christian Front move- 
ment which the signers of the letter claim is 90% Catholic. 

Personally, I should say that this estimate is too high. 
As editor of The Catholic Worker 1 have been called upon 
to speak at many meetings not only throughout greater 
New York but also through the larger industrial cities 
in the East, and I have found, as have Protestant min- 
isters with whom I shared the platform, that Protestant- 
ism is just as concerned with the anti-Semitism expressed 
by its adherents who are also members of the Christian 
Front group. 

Maritain points out in his little book, the third part 
of which deals with anti-Semitism in European countries 
other than Germany, that in Rumania anti-Semitism is 
strongly tinged with anti-Catholicism, putting Catholicism 
on a plane with Communism. In~ Poland indeed anti- 
Semitism has taken a Catholic form; in Italy it is a gov- 
ernment tactic opposed by the Church; in Germany itself, 
it is anti-Christian altogether, Protestants, Catholics and 
Jews sharing the concentration camps. 

Maritain does not mince words in this widely quoted 
book of his. He recognizes the two-fold aspect of per- 
secution as Jews themselves also have through history. 
“The Germany of Hitler,” he says "has embraced the 





very worst of Israel. I mean that sentiment of racial pride 
which is in some carnal Jews, the naturalistic corru 

tion of the supernatural idea of divine election. e 
racists are indebted to the old Testament as the Com- 
munists are to the New. It is the Scripture of the Jews 
from which the former drew, only to corrupt it, the idea 
of a chosen people, a people of God; it is the Gospel 
from which the latter received, only to denature it, the 
idea of universal salvation and human brotherhood.” 

Maritain’s idea in regard to the vocation of Israel is 
intensely interesting. ‘While the Church is assigned the 
labor of supernatural and supratemporal redemption of the 
world, Israel, we believe, is assigned on the plane and 
within the limits of secular history, a task of earthly ac- 
tivization of the mass of the world. Israel, which is not 
of the world, it to be found at the very heart of the 
world’s structure, stimulating it, exasperating it, movin 
it. Like an alien body, like an activating ferment inject 
into the mass, it gives the world no peace, it bars slumber, 
it teaches the world to be discontented and restless as long 
as the world has not God, it stimulates the movement of 
history.” 

From this standpoint Maritain believes that “the conflicts 
and tension which under all sorts of masks, necessarily 
prevail between Israel and the nations’ will never com- 
pletely vanish. 

But he does not hesitate to devote the last part of the 
book in a discussion of what must be done. He deals 
with the proposed cure of emigration which he considers 
only a partial remedy. While he recognizes that mass 
emigration is impossible, both because Jews are not per- 
mitted to leave and because of the “scanty generosity” 
other countries have shown in this matter, he also calls 
attention to the necessity of emigration. “We are facing,” 
he writes, “the general phenomenon so fatal to civiliza- 
tion, that of turning in of nations upon themselves.” 
While he concedes that emigartion is only a palliative, 
he also says that “unless some world catastrophe does not 
alter radically and tragically the terms of all the problems 
of today, this problem of Jewish emigration must be 
regarded as one which unconditionally requires a prompt 
solution for the entire West.” 

But with the war going on in Europe now, it would 
seem that this world catastrophe is already under way. 
And in consideration of the anti-Semitism in Poland 
which has existed acutely in the past, the present war 
against Hitler will probably only increase it. With the 
Germans in Poland the position of the Jews is lament- 
able. And probably the mass of Poles will blame the 
Jews within their borders for the catastrophe which has 
overtaken them. It is hard to see a solution now. 

“There remains for us all,” he writes in the _— 
pages of his book, “Jews and Christians, to turn towar 
the invisible powers residing in the heart of man, toward 
the springs of history which lie within ourselves, in order 
to purify these springs. 

“If we but realize to what point external events and 
the forms of things depend on the invisible patterns which 
our free wills delineate within us, we would have more 
confidence in spiritual means. 
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“At the same time we would renounce fighting hatred 
with hatred. We would understand what has been so 
often affirmed by Gandhi, the real power of love and 
truth even over political and social realities.” 

These are some of the points stressed also in the essay 
“The Pugification of Means,” in ‘Freedom and the Modern 
World”; also in Maritain’s latest book, ‘The Humanism.” 

The advance of social justice and of economic equip- 
ment, the building of the pluralist state defined in these 
two books, these are remedies for times of peace. It 
would indeed seem that now, when all the world has 
turned to the use of force, the spiritual weapons are 
the only ones left to us. 

Maritain’s last paragraph is a provocative one: 

“Today these material forces have been brought to a 
state of barbarism, and this is only the natural result of 
the perverted mentality which in its delusory belief that 
through them it could reign supreme, put everything in 
their power. In order to face violence let loose in this 
way, men of freedom must not renounce the means which 
lie at their disposal in material energies, provided that 
these are subordinated to the spirit of justice; but they 
can no longer put their confidence in them, since the 
world itself summons them finally to put their trust in 
love and truth alone.” 

DorotHy Day 


NEARER A PROGRAM 


THE ANSWER by Ludwig Lewisohn. Liveright Publish- 
ing Corporation. New York. 1939. 342 p. $2.00. 


HE INVITATION that came to me from the editor of 

this journal to review Ludwig Lewisohn’s newest 
work “The Answer’? was very welcome indeed, for I felt 
that I would thus have an opportunity to record the impres- 
sions I got from this book and compare them with those | 
got from his earlier “Rebirth.” I had published in The 
Reconstructionist (Feb. 7, 1936) a review entitled ‘‘Mr. 
Lewisohn’s Misdirected Zeal” in which I pointed out that 
as a baal teshubah, he had generated in his soul an inordin- 
ate enthusiasm for the Jews and for Judaism, which im- 
pelled him to make exaggerated claims for our virtues and 
our gifts, and to make assertions about the nature of the 
Jewish people which contained elements of distinct danger. 
For example, I had been shocked by Mr. Lewisohn’s re- 
peated reference to Jewish consciousness as though it were 
the call of the blood; his Jewish racialism seeemd to me 
not only inaccurate but fraught with possibilities for evil. 
I was therefore eager to learn whether he had altered any 
of his previous views in this regard, and further, whether 
he had developed his “interest in Jewish life . . . into a 
program for the future.” 

I am happy to report that Mr. Lewisohn has written his 
best Jewish book to date in “The Answer,” for he reveals a 
firmer grasp of Jewish realities than ever before, together 
with a new emphasis, away from the racialism which had 
seemed objectionable to me, rather upon a philosophy and 
program for Jewish life. To be sure, the demanding reader 
can find fault, and, in order to set my praise of the book in 
relief, I mention a few detracting and distracting features: 
(a) The jacket, which promises that Mr. Lewisohn will 
provide “‘answers in this . . . volume to every question con- 
cerning the destiny of the Jew, his position in the world, 
his relation to himself and the world, his tragedy and 
necessary goal, that can be asked by Christian, by Jew, by 
Zionist, by anti-Zionist, by Orthodox, Conservative, Re- 
form Rabbis and laymen, by friend or enemy of the Jewish 
people.” I believe he might restrain his publishers some- 
what, for the sake of the cause which such sweeping claims 
serve only to discredit. (b) Although there is an inner 
unity and integrity to the book, the scattered items ranging 
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from the Royal Commission to Edna Ferber’s autobiogn. 
phy, from Freud to a Jewish University, tend to make it 
difficult for the reader to see the forest for the trees, that js 
to say, his total Jewish philosophy for the details. (c) Mr, 
Lewisohn gets too excited sometimes and lets fly a sentence 
which is not so easily retrievable, such as, “‘. . . when will 
Jews and Christians rebel against law and loyalty?” He is 
talking, of course, about vicious law and vicious loyalty, but 
the slip is unseemly in so vigorous, cogent and eloquent a 
stylist. 

Now for the overwhelming preponderance of excellent, 
thrilling apologetics and the prophetic messages to his own 
people. I believe that there is no man writing in English 
today whose words ring out so powerfully in behalf of 
Israel. This has been true for over a decade. In addition, 
Ludwig Lewisohn now possesses an intimate knowledge of 
internal Jewish life, oo i he writes about it. Gathering to. 
gether the strands of his thought, I believe I can discern an 
integrated philosophy, one which approximates most closely 
that of the Reconstructionist Movement, led by Professor 
Mordecai M. Kaplan. The program of that movement and 
his own coincide remarkably; whether or not he was influ. 
enced by the Reconstructionist group is unimportant, al- 
though he has obviously read “Judaism As A Civilization,” 
(1) He is passionately devoted to the rebuilding of Pales. 
tine as the Jewish homeland. (2) He believes in “cultural 
pluralism,” conceives of the Jews in the diaspora as consti- 
tuting a religious (non-pagan) cultural nationalism, and he 
advocates the establishment of the “‘kehillah” type of com- 
munal organization (pp. 80; 168-172). (3) He is a max. 
imalist in Jewish education, stressing the Hebraic character 
of that education. (This is implicit in the whole book, 
with special denunciations here and there of those who 
“Jet” their children go to Sunday School). (4) He is 
deeply religious (cf. discussion on p. 95 ff. on the differ- 
ence between those who choose God for the “father image” 
and those who choose men.) (5) He believes with all his 
heart in the value and power of the creative spirit, in the 
enormous influence of the arts, music, the dance, the drama 
(to which he has contributed) and literature (which he has 
enriched.) (The whole of Book Four, pp. 211-273, con- 
tains his brilliant critique of Jewish and “Jewish” writers. 
When Mr. Lewisohn writes criticism, he is at his best.) 
(5) He realizes the close relationship between the world 
economic and political order, and the fate of the Jewish 
people, and he pleads for universal justice, peace and free- 
dom. In this aspect of his writing, he unleashes a stun- 
ning series of blows at the Jewish communists, and some 
well directed ones at the reactionaries. Of course, Mr. 
Lewisohn is no economist; but then, who is? 








Seminary College of Jewish Studies 
through the Israel Friedlander Classes 
offers courses to adults in 
HEBREW LANGUAGE and LITERATURE 
. JEWISH HISTORY - RELIGION - CONTEMPORARY 
JEWISH LIFE, ETC. 


Also Professional Training 
For Teaching in Sunday Schools or for Club Work 
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Some of the details of his program are debatable; he 
would admit as much. For example, his scheme for an 
American Jewish territorialism seems at first blush rather 
bold. And some of his emphasis upon the “eternally 
unique moral and spiritual nature” of the Jewish people 
(p. 58) are still somewhat disturbing to me. But the total 
effect is invigorating. He makes you want to redouble all 
your efforts in the cause of the Jew, to raise aloft a banner 
with the legend “Et la’asot ladonai.” 

IRA EISENSTEIN 


Red Tape ? 


Not any more as far as obtaining Postal Telegraph money 
orders for mailing is concerned—and so convenient for pay- 
ing bills! There is nothing to fill out. No needless 
waiting. Often it can be taken care of evenings, Sundays 
and holidays. 

Simply drop into the nearest Postal Telegraph office and 
hand your bill to the clerk at the counter. The bill may be 
for your rent, dues, taxes, gas, electric or goodness knows 
what. You give the Postal Telegraph clerk the amount of 
the bill—together with a small fixed charge for the service. 
Promptly, he will make out a money order and a receipt; 
and hand them to you with your bill. You mail the money 
order and bill, retaining the receipt for your records. 
Simple? It’s downright easy! 

And the service charge is extremely low! 








Amount Charges Amount Charges 

Upto $2.50... $.05 $100.01 to $133.33_.$.20 
$2.51 to 5.00. 07 133.34 to 166.66... .25 

. oem 200.01 to 233.33... .35 
10.01 to 20.00_____. .11 233.34 to 266.66. .40 
20.01 to 40.00... .12 266.67 to 300.00. 


00. 45 

300.01 to 500.00... .50 
Each additional $50 

or fraction thereof .05 


40.01 to 60.00... .13 
60.01 to 80.00... .14 
80.01 to 100.00... .15 


If you want your bills paid quickly, 
conveniently and economically, use 


MONEY ORDERS 


through 


Postal Telegraph 


For sending Telegrams, Cablegrams, Radiograms 
As near to you as your telephone 
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Is ‘America’s Fastest-Growing Anglo-Jewish 
Publication” 
Read it and discover why! 
* * 
Courtesy introductory offer! 
Eight months for one dollar 








JEWISH FRONTIER 
275—7th Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 


Enclosed please find $1.00 for which send me Jewish 
Frontier for eight months. 
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Escape 


... from prejudice and propaganda. 


A number of vital and interesting courses that 
will help you to interpret events in a rapidly 
changing world. Term starts this week. 


Democracy, Dictatorship and Economic Plan- 
ning ... Propaganda Analysis . . . Education 
for Democracy . . . Race Theories . . . Post 
War World Problems . . . and many others. 


Alertness Credit 
Write for descriptive Bulletin N. 


7 EAST 15th STREET 
Tel.: ALgonquin 4-3094 
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League For Labor Palestine 











Activities of the Chapters 


BROOKLYN COUNCIL — under 
the chairmanship of Dr. H. Birn- 
krant, has worked out detailed plans 
for the season, which include among 
others, an intensive cultural program 
of forum and lecture series and a 
major fund raising function, to be 
held in the very near future. Simcha 
Rubinstein, chairman of the Cultural 
Committee has outlined a series of 
lectures to be given at chapter meet- 
ings throughout the season. 


KADIMAH has had a meeting at 
the East New York “Y” which marked 


the opening of a program of intensive 
activity. A social gathering will be 
held by the chapter at the home of 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Friedman, Sunday 
evening, October 15th. Other in- 
teresting cultural and social events will 
follow in the course of the season, 
according to information submitted by 
Mr. Milton Black, chairman of the 
chapter. 


BROOKLYN CHAPTER members 
and friends were happy to welcome 
Mr. Harry A. Harrison, their chair- 
man, uptn his return from abroad, 
where he had attended the World 
Zionist Congress. Mr. Harrison 


analyzed the deliberations of the Con- 
gress and pointed out the significance 
of united action in Zionism, particular- 
ly in this critical situation. He called 
upon the members to continue giving 
their unqualified support to the His- 
tadrut in Palestine. Dr. Alexander S. 
Kohanski, National Secretary of the 
League, spoke briefly on the emerg- 
ency situation in Palestine. 


SOCIAL WORKERS will meet 
soon after the holidays to elect new 
officers and adopt a program of cul- 
tural, fund raising and social func- 
tions, which the chapter intends to 
catry out in the course of the season. 
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BIALIK CHAPTER, is a group of 
young people organized around the 
middle of last season. It is now 
making plans for further expansion in 
membership and activity. Its next 
meeting will be held on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 15th, with Levi Sonshuk as 


guest speaker. 


FLATBUSH CHAPTER opened its 
season with a meeting and social at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. P. Gots. 
A discussion of current events and 
problems was the main picture of the 
program. Plans have also been worked 
out for future activity. 


BROWNSVILLE HEBREW, will 
meet soon after the holidays, to plan 
the season’s program. 


HANITA, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Brooks opened its season at a 
meeting last month. It is making pre- 
parations for a fund raising function 
and a cultural program. 


BALTIMORE, under the new 
chairman, Henry Wallach, is anticipat- 
ing an active season, in a varied pro- 
gram of cultural and social functions. 


PHILADELPHIA, has re-organized 
the structure of the central group in 
regional chapters, which are now con- 
centrating on developing an active and 
intensive program of expansion in 
membership as well as in cultural and 
practical work. 


DETROIT is now engaged in one 
of its major fund raising functions 
of the year, the annual dance which 
will be held on Sunday, November 
5th, at the Hotel Statler. The Detroit 
Council, comprising four chapters, is 
also planning a series of open forums 
with nationally prominent lecturers on 
the program. 


SPRINGFIELD has elected a new 
set of officers, as follows: Bernard 
Berman, chairman; Joseph Gurvitch, 
vice-chairman ; Maurice Kurnitsky, sec- 
retary; Stanley A. Ginsburgh, treasu- 
rer. They are now making prepara- 
tions for a membership drive. 


HARTFORD—Mrs. Anna Chanin, 
chairman, writes that the chapter has 
undertaken a fund raising function, 
whereby it expects to raise its full 
quota for the Youth Training Project. 


ALBANY, has outlined a series 
of lectures for the season. The first 
lecture will be given by Mr. Abraham 
G. Duker of New York, on ‘The 
Jews in the War Arena,” on Wednes- 
day, October 18th. 


CHORAL SOCIETY under the 
leadership of Av Soltes, has resumed 
its work for the second season, at 
gathering held at the home of Dr. and 


Mrs. Mordecai Soltes. Mr. Yudy 
Finkelstein, chairman, and Harriet 
Plaut, secretary, feel that the chorus 
has great opportunity for further 
growth and for outstanding achieve- 
ments. Mr. Isidore Burkowsky has 
succeeded Mr. Salvador Ley, as pianist 
of the Society, since the latter returned 
to his native country, Guatemala. 


Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski was 
present and spoke briefly on the func- 





tion of the Choral Society in the pro- 
gram of the League. The rehearsals 
will start Tuesday, October 10th, 7:30 
P.M. at the Jewish Teachers’ Seminary, 
32 East 22nd Street, Manhattan, and 
will continue thereafter, every Tues- 
day night, throughout the season. 
Those who are interested in joining 
will please communicate with the of. 
fice of the League, 275—7th Ave, 
N. Y. C. WAtkins 9-5288. 
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= It’s like my own 
@ Pareve Vegetable Soup! 


@ You're right, Grandma! We copied 

your recipe. This is a soup, made the 
way Jewish families like it. It is made 
WITHOUT MEAT or MEAT 
STOCK, of course. The ingredients 
are a wide variety of selected fresh 
vegetables and lots of patience. We 
brew our soups the slow way but the 
gure way ... in small batches. 


SOUP 15,A°rROvE 5° ORTHODOX JEWISH Sr america 
The seal of approval @ 
NOT A CONDENSED SOUP! It retains all of its original flavor! 
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We print the following letter from 
the son of Rabindranath Tagore as 
an interesting document of the atti- 
tude of a great Hindu.—Editors. 

My dear Dr. Das: 


My father is heart-sick and dis- 
tressed beyond words over the perse- 
cution of the Jews in Europe and else- 
where. He is trying his level best fo 
Pp the cause; and sometime ago he 
had a conference with Pandit Jawa- 
harlal Nehru on the subject and te- 
quested him to do all that is possible 
to aid the Jewish refugees and the 
ewish cause in general. My father’s 
failing health has prevented him from 
writing any article for some time; and 
thus it is out of question for him to 
write a special article on the Jewish 
question, as suggested by you. 


In connection with the Viswa Bha- 
rati (the International University 
established by Dr. Tagore), we are 
doing our best to help Jewish suf- 
ferers. We have already taken a Jew- 
ish professor in the staff of the Uni- 





versity. We are negotiating with the 
Society of Friends in London so that 
it may be possible for us to engage a 
Jewish woman scholar in connection 
with our university. It is a pity that 
our resources are so limited that we 
cannot help more than two persons. 


We are interested in carrying out 
the idea of exchange of professors 
(with the Jewish University. at Jeru- 
salem); but we can hardly meet the 
financial responsibility for such an 
undertaking. 


We have severe legal restrictions in 
India regarding employment of Jew- 
ish refugees . . . Please rest assured 
that we are doing and shall continue 
to do our best for this cause. How- 
ever, my father cannot personally and 
directly take any active part in any 
movement as he is now nearing eighty 
years of age; and you can easily ap- 
preciate what it means in our country 
where so few people attain such a 
ripe old age. 

RATHINDRANATH TAGORE 




















A Discussion On 


SMALL NATIONS 


Maurice Samuel 


Ludwig Lore 


Hayim Greenberg 
Editor "Jewish Frontier" 


MEETING \° wo 


THE WAR AND WE 


THE NAZI-SOVIET PACT e 
WAR AND PALESTINE. 


| SPEAKERS: 


Pierre Van Paassen 
International Journalist, Author of “Days of Our Years" 


Well-known Author and Lecturer 


Foreign Editor "New York Post" 
(Will appear late in the evening) 


CENTER HOTEL 


(Also known as Diplomat Hotel) 
108 WEST 43rd STREET 


FUTURE OF 
TRAGEDY OF JEWS e 








Auspices: Metropolitan Branch of the LABOR ZIONIST 
ORGANIZATION, POALE ZION 











Admission—25 cents to defray expenses 


























Brooklyn Council of the League 
is Sponsoring a performance of 


CHAVER NACHMAN 
by J. 1. Singer 


with Ben Ami and his cast of stars 


at the National Theatre 
TUESDAY EVENING, Nov. 14TH 
Choice Seats Available 


Please call Mrs. M. Black 
NEvins 8-9178 











REEZEMONT PARK 
ARMONK.NLY. 


A Country Estate in the Scenic Hills 
of Westchester Co. 

Spacious modern house. Enchanting scenery. 
Library. Fireplace. Small private lake. Horse- 
back riding. Tennis. Handball. Ping-pong. 
Golf nearby. Less than — roe from Grand 
Central. Make early reservation 

Tel.: ARMONK VILLAGE 955. Open All Year. 















THE FIELDSTONE 


on Round Lake 
MONROE, NEW YORK 


A place of unexcelled beauty for 
rest and recreation in the heart of 
the Ramapo Mountains 
ONE HOUR FROM NEW YORK 
Swimming ¢ Boating ¢ Tennis 
Handball ¢ Riding ¢ Golf © and 
other sports 
By reservation only 
Phone: Monroe 2501 























“DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST" 





2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Between 8!st-82nd Streets 
ENdicott 2-2030 





3X ON — wy 90 
When In 


TEL AVIV 


Stop on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


“The Center of English-Speaking Jews’’ 


Modern Conveniences, Operated by 
Americans, Patronized by Leading 
Jews, American Table and Hygiene 
Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. ‘14, looks 
forward to greeting fellow alumni 
on their visits to Eretz Israel 
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Close To Two Million People 


One Ju Every Gour A Christian 


HAVE ALREADY VISITED 


The Jewish Palestine Pavilion 
AT THE NEW YORK WORLD’S FAIR 


They Have Seen Its Inspiring Portrayal of 


The Upbuilding of the Jewish Homeland by Jewish Labor, the Rehabili- 

tation of a Country Long Neglected, the Regeneration of a People on 
Its Own Soil, the Revival of a Specific Hebrew Culture, the Rise of 
New Social Forms... 


These Two Million Visitors Now Have a Better Understanding of 


Jewish Aims and Aspirations in Eretz Israel, the Role of Jewish Labor 
in the Jewish Homeland, the Possibilities of Palestine as a Home 
for Jews, the Significance of the Hebrew Renaissance Movement, the 
Translation of Prophetic Ideals Into a Way of Life. . . 


BECAUSE 


OF ITS MESSAGE OF JEWISH FAITH IN THE FUTURE—A Faith Expressed in 
Self-Sacrificing Toil on the Part of Our Heroic Jewish Pioneers—THE PALESTINE 
PAVILION Stands at the New York World’s Fair as a Living Symbol of Jewish 
Determination to Survive the Storms of Today and to Help in the Building of the 
Better World of Tomorrow... 





A complete picture of every phase of Jewish life in Palestine 


is shown in the Eretz Israel exhibit, in ten beautiful halls: 
THE MEMORIAL HALL THE HALL OF CULTURE 
THE HALL OF TRANSFORMATION THE HALL OF HEALTH 
THE HALL OF AGRICULTURE THE HALL OF LABOR AND NEW SOCIAL FORMS 
THE HALL OF CITIES THE ART GALLERY 
THE HALL OF INDUSTRY THE HOLY LAND OF YESTERDAY AND TOMORROW 


ADORED SA PPLE MENG ET AP CME EN ERGTT SF 











